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Saerye vivelaegaod:

NIMS completes 2,000 kidney
transplants in major milestone

Hyderabad: The Department of
Urology at Nizam’s Institute of
Medical Sciences (NIMS) on
Friday announced the completion
of 2,000 kidney transplants, mak-
ing it one of the leading renal
transplant centres in the country
in the government healthcare sec-
tor.The hospital’s renal transplant
programme, which began with the
first kidney transplant in 1989,
achieved a unique milestone last
year by completing the first robot-
ic renal transplant in a govern-
ment hospital setting in South
India. In the last three years,
NIMS surgeons had taken up 500
kidney transplants.Apart from

kidney transplantation, the
Urology department performs
nearly 11,000 urological surgeries
annually, including more than 500
robotic surgeries conducted in the
last three years.For live related
renal transplants taken up at
NIMS, graft survival remain
above 90 per cent at three years
and are approximately 85 per cent
at five years. Cadaver renal trans-
plant ugh the Aarogyasri
Healthcare Scheme and Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund, Head of
Renal Transplant Program at
NIMS and Head of the
Department of Urology, Rahul
Devraj, said.

Vakiti Srihari Distributes

Assistive

Hyderabad:

Minister for Sports,
Dairy Development,
Animal Husbandry
and Fisheries Vakiti
Srihari on Friday dis-
tributed assistive
devices to persons
with disabilities
under the aegis of the
Telangana State
Disabled Cooperative
Corporation in
Narayanpet. He dis-
tributed 34 retro-fit-
ted motor vehicles,
nine battery wheel-
chairs, eight laptops
and tricycles distrib-
uted free of cost to
beneficiaries. Fo
llowing the distribu-

Tops
Crime in 2025 At the
SERP fish stall, the
Minister tasted fish

fry

Devices to Persons

Cyberabad

prepared by
women’s groups and
appreciated

T
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officials to ensure
that palm oil procure-
ment centers are
made available in
every mandal to sup-
port farmers effec-

their tively. Nara yanpet

tion program, the M
inister visited various
departmental stalls
set up at the venue
and reviewed the
services and initia-
tives being imple-
mented for public
welfare. Also Read -

efforts in promoting
livelihood opportuni-
ties through fisheries.
During his visit to the

Horticulture and
Sericulture De part-
ment stall, Srihari

reviewed details rega
rding palm oil culti-

Collector Ch Priya
nka explained to the
Minister the various
welfare initiatives
and development acti
vities being imple-
mented in the district
for the benefit of per-
sons with disabilities

Naidu Directs Officials To Be
More Vigilant Amidst Severe
Heat Wave Conditions

Amaravati: In view of the
severe and increasing tem-
peratures and heat wave

conditions prevailing
across the state, Chief Mi
nister Chandrababu Naidu
directed officials to be
more vigilant and take
immediate steps to protect
people from the impact of
extreme heat. The Chief
Minister instructed offi-
cials to identify the high-
est temperatures areas and
continuously issue warn-
ings and advisories to res-
idents in those areas. He
also directed local authori-

ties to declare holidays in
areas experiencing extre
me heat, depending on the
prevailing conditions.
Also Read - Three Held in
‘Digital Arrest” Cyber
Fraud Case Officials info
rmed the Chief Minister
that the heat wave intensi-
ty has increased signifi-
cantly due to severe El
Nifio conditions. Respondi
ng to this, the Chief Min
ister emphasised the need
to provide relief to the
public by ensuring the
availability of drinking
water, buttermilk, and

\

crowded
places and public gather-
ing areas. He instructed
District Collectors to
spread awareness about
heat wave safety measures
and ensure continuous dis-
semination of information

| through media and
g social media plat-
¢ forms. Stressing that
protecting lives is the
government's top pri-
ority, the  Chief
Minister urged people
to take precautions
"While stepping out-

doors during peak
heat hours. , children
and those with health
issues to avoid going out-
doors between 11 AM and
4 PM. The Chief Minister
also directed District
Collectors and mandal-
level officials to remain

fully prepared to handle
emergency situations aris-
ing due to the extreme
weather. Officials inform
ed the Chief Minister that
1,349 heat shelters and
cooling centers have been
established in urban areas,
while arrangements have
been made at 446 traffic
junctions to provide shade
for motorists and police
personnel. The Chief
Minister also suggested
providing water troughs
and earthen pots for ani-
mals and birds suffering
due to the heat.

KTR accuses Congress, BJP of collusion in
POCSO case; demands Bandi Sanjay’s resignation

Hyderabad: KT Rama
Rao on Friday accused
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy and Union Minister
of State for Home Bandi
Sanjay Kumar of collusion
to shield Bandi Sai
Bageerath in the POCSO
case. He demanded Bandi
Sanjay’s immediate resig-
nation to prevent him from
influencing the investiga-
tion.“The Chief Minister
holds the Home portfolio.
The accused’s father is the
Union Minister of State
for Home. The collusion
in this case is plain to see,”
he remarked.Addressing a
press  conference  at
Telangana Bhavan, Rama
Rao posed a pointed ques-
tion that he said the State
had a right to know: where
exactly was Bandi Sai
Bageerath hiding for nine
days after the case came to
light, and who gave him
refuge? “The accused was

India, Cyprus elevate bilateral
ties to strategic partnership

¥~

absconding for nine days.
Who protected him? Who
provided him shelter?
These questions must be
answered,” he said.

He charged that the police
acted negligently because
the accused was the son of
a sitting Union Minister.
He questioned whether the
police would have treated
the case similarly if it
involved a common man.
He also asked why charges
were not pressed against
Bandi Sanjay over allega-
tions of threatening and

” intimidating the
victim’s  family.
“A criminal is a
criminal, irrespec-
tive of who they
are,” he said.The
BRS working
president ridiculed
the DGP’s expla-
nation that the reg-
istration of the
case was delayed
due to bandobast arrange-
ments for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
Hyderabad. “Does it mean
criminals get a free hand
whenever the Prime
Minister visits the State?”
he asked.He thanked the
Telangana High Court for
denying bail to the
accused and compelling
his surrender. “If not for
the High Court, the
accused would not have
been arrested and several
girls would have lost faith
In justice,” he said. He

r

also flagged a contradic-
tion in the official version,
saying that while Bandi
Sanjay claimed his son
surrendered voluntarily,
the police maintained that
he was arrested.Rama Rao
said the BRS spoke with
restraint on the issue as it
involved a minor girl. He
criticised sections of the
Telugu media for remain-
ing silent spectators while
national outlets highlight-
ed the case. He pointed out
that cases were booked
against 15 BJP leaders and
supporters for revealing
the victim’s identity on
social media and con-
demned attempts by sec-
tions of the media to por-
tray the victim negatively
based on her age and an
alleged honeye media to
portray the victim nega-
tively based on -trap case
filed against her.Turning
to the Chief Minister,

Rama Rao  accused
Revanth Reddy of
attempting to divert atten-
tion by alleging that drugs
were found at his brother-
in-law’s residence. He
challenged the Chief
Minister to produce evi-
dence and register a case if
the allegations were true,
pointing out that the
Excise Department itself
had clarified that no drugs
were recovered.He
recalled the media to por-
tray the victim negatively
based on at TPCC presi-
dent Mahesh Kumar Goud
had challenged him to
undergo a drug test during
the Assembly session,
which he had accepted,
but the government never
conducted it. He added
that the BRS had acted
against its own leaders and
suspended former MLA
Rohith Reddy in a nar-
cotics-related case.

Lokesh Inaugurates 600 MW
Solar Projects in Kadapa

Jammalamadugu

Part Time Job Fraud

vation and directed

rural communities.

Telangana Govt. to Organise
Women’s Week from May 25 to 31

Hyderabad: Telangana will
observe "Women's Week" (Mahila
Varotsavalu) from May 25 to 31
under the 'Praja Palana — Pragathi
Plan' to further strengthen the
economic, social, and political
empowerment of women. Various
programs will be organized for a
week, involving rural women,
Self-Help Group (SHG) mem-
bers, aspiring women entrepre-
neurs, adolescent girls, different-
ly-abled women, and senior citi-
zens. Also Read - Part Time Job
Fraud Tops Cyberabad Crime in
2025 Through these programs,
special focus will be laid on issues
such as women's economic self-
reliance, livelihood expansion,
social security, health, safety,
infrastructure development, and
strengthening of women's groups.
Special meetings, awareness pro-

grams, inauguration ceremonies
of infrastructure, grounding of
livelihood units, and loan melas
will be organised from the village
level to the district level. The
main attraction of this week-long
festival will be the launch of the
incubator program for women
entre in Hyderabad
oNarayanguda Formation of
SHGs for differently-abled per-
sons and elderly women will be
carried out. This day will also
include mock parliament sessions
with teenage girls. On May 28,
infrastructure development pro-
grams, including foundation stone
laying ceremonies for women’s
group buildings, work sheds and
women’s warehouses, along with
bhoomi puja and inauguration of
development works, will be con-
ducted across the state.

New Delhi: India and
Cyprus on Friday ele-
vated their ties to a
strategic partnership
and set up a joint task

force to facilitate
deeper cooperation in
sectors such as infra-
structure and ship-
ping as Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi hosted Cyprus
President Nikos
Christodoulides for
wide-ranging talks.

The two leaders also
deliberated on the
West Asia crisis as
well as the Ukraine

conflict, with PM
Modi saying New
Delhi supports all

efforts for an early
end to the hostilities.
“Over  the  past
decade, investment
from Cyprus to India
has nearly doubled.
Trust between the
two countries has
increased, and with

the India-European
Union Free Trade
Agreement, numer-
ous new possibilities
have emerged,” Modi
said in his media
statement.Taking
advantage of this, we
are targeting to dou-
ble this investment
again in the next five
years, he said.

“And to realise this
resolve, today we are
elevating our trusted
relationship to a
strategic partner-
ship,” he addd.

The prime minister
also noted that the
friendship between
India and Cyprus is
both  “strong and
futuristic” as he elab-
orated on various
aspects of his talks
with Christodoulides.
“We also discussed
global issues.
Whether it is Ukraine
or West Asia, we will

continue to support
efforts for the early
end of the conflict
and for peace,” Modi
said.“We are also
unanimous on the
view that reform of
global institutions is
urgent and important
for resolving the
growing global chal-
lenges,” he said. The
prime minister said
the two countries also
decided to expand
cooperation in areas
of maritime security
and counter-terror-
ism.Inhis  remarks,
Christodoulides said
India and Cyprus
decided to set up a
joint task force for
cooperation in key
sectors such as infra-
structure and ship-
ping. Christodoulides
Kick-started his three-
day visit to India on
Wednesday.

. Andhra Pradesh IT
Minister Nara Lokesh
on Friday inaugurat-
ed SAEL Limited's
600 MW solar power
projects here in
Kadapa district, ma
rking one of the
state’s major renew-
able energy mile-
stones. The projects
SAEL Solar MHP1
and SAEL Solar
MHP2 were complet-
ed in a record 11
months  with an
investment of nearly
Rs 3,000 crore. "The
commissioning  of
these projects reflects
Andhra  Pradesh's
commitment to fast-
paced industrial gro
wth and clean energy
expansion,” Lokesh
said. Also Read -
1,186 Cases Booked
as RPF Cracks Down
on Smoking in Trains
Spread across more
than 2,400 acres, the
integrated solar facil-
ity is expected to
reinforce Andhra
Pradesh's standing as
an emerging destina-
tion for renewable
energy investments.
The two 300 MW
projects, operated by
SAEL Solar MHP1
Private Limited and
SAEL Solar MHP2
Private Limited,

achieved commercial
operations earlier this
year. MHP1 com-
menced operations on
January 30 and
MHP2 on March 13.
The projects utilise
over 12 lakh TOPCon
(Tunnel Oxide
Passivated Contact)
bifacial solar mod-
ules, with a majority
assembled at SAEL's
facilities in Punjab
and Rajasthan. Also
Read - Ajaypuram
Villagers  Demand
Local MGNREGA
Works  Electricity
generated froolar
Energy Corporation
of India. The projects
are  expected to
reduce nearly 11 lakh
tonnes of carbon
dioxide  emissions
every year while con-
tributing to regional
economic  growth,
The projects are also
expected to create
sustained income
opportunities for

farmers through land
lease arrangements
extending up to 25
years, it added. Also
Read - TDP-led NDA
To Win All 4 Rajya
Sabha Seats On June
18 Developed under
SAEL's integrated
engineering, procure-
ment, construction
and operations frame-
work, the projects
were supported by
the Andhra Pradesh
government and local
tating approvals, land
access and grid con-
nectivity. The inaugu-
ration comes as
Andhra Pradesh
accelerates imple-
mentation of its
Integrated Clean
Energy Policy 2024,
under which the state
targets investments
worth Rs 10 lakh
crore across renew-
able energy, storage,
green hydrogen,
transmission and
manufacturing.
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Renovated Yadagirigutta temple trans-
forms local economy and tourism

Hyderabad: In March
2022, the reopening of
the  renovated  Sri
Lakshmi Narasimha
Swamy Vari Devasthan
am marked the emer-
gence of a new spiritual
identity for Telangana.

Over the past few years,
the temple at Yadag
irigutta has evolved into
the State’s spiritual capi-
tal, attracting devotees
not only from Telangana
but also from several
southern States.Widely
acclaimed for its mag-
nificent sculptures,
grand architecture and
spiritual ambience, the
temple has also been
registering a steady rise
in revenue. The shrine
has now become the

only temple in
Telangana to record an
annual gross income

exceeding Rs 212 crore.
Temple authorities noted
that the income has
increased consistently
over the last three finan-
cial years, in line with
the growing number of
devotees visiting the
shrine.On ordinary days,
nearly 25,000 devotees

visit the temple, while

the number rises to
around 50,000 during
weekends, holidays and
auspicious occasions.
Officials said the influx
has further increased
during ttransformation
that has he summer
vacation season, with
devotees from neigh-
bouring States arriving
in large numbers.A sen-
ior official associated
with the renovation

works observed that
many visitors are capti-
vated by the temple’s
artistic grandeur atop the
hill, but often overlook
the transformation that
has taken place beneath
it. According to the offi-
cial, the ttransformation
that has emple redevel-
OFment has significantly
altered the local ecosys-
tem, benefiting small
traders, hotels, restau-
rants, transport opera-

tors, commercial estab-
lishments and real estate
activities in the region.

The official added that
the renovation of the
Yadagirigutta temple has
given a major boost to

Telangana’s temple
tourism sector and has
improved  livelihood

opportunities for several
small and middle-class
families dependent on
pilgrim activity.

Why Did Congress Oppose Delimitation
Bill?: Nara Lokesh to Chidambaram

Amaravati: Andhra
Pradesh Minister and
TDP leader Nara Lokesh
on Friday defended the
NDA government's posi-
tion on delimitation and
questioned the Congress
party over its opposition
to the Constitution
Amendment Bill, 2026,
saying southern states
risk losing relative rep-
resentation in the Lok
Sabha once the constitu-
tional freeze under
Article 81 ends after the
post-2026 Census. In a
post on X, Lokesh
responded to Congress
leader P Chidambaram,
who had argued that
southern states would
lose relative strength in
Parliament if Article 81
is applied without con-
stitutional changes Also
Read - UK Delegation
Explains PPP, Exchange
Finance Options ."Under
Article 81 of the
Constitution of India,
the allocation of seats in
the House of the People
has remained frozen
based on the 1971
Census. This constitu-

iy,

I

tional freeze is set to end
after the first Census
conducted  post-2026.
Once the freeze is lifted,
reapportionment becom
es inevitable. Every
South Indian state -
without exception -
stands to lose relative
representation compared
to the northern states,"
Lokesh wrote. Also
Read - Lokesh Slams
Jagan, Promises Kadapa
Steel Plant by 2029 He
said the NDA had
attempted to address the
imbalance through the
Delimitation Bill and a
proportionate increase in
parliamentary seats for
all states. "That is pre-
cisely the concern we
have consistently raised,
and the very imbalance
the NDA sought to
address through the

Delimitation Bill

and a proportion-

ate increase in par-

liamentary seats

for all states,” he

said. Questioning

the Congress

party's stand,

Lokesh asked why

the  Opposition
had resisted the legisla-
tion in  Parliament.
"Surely, a distinguished
legal mind such as yours
is fully aware of this
constitutional position.
Which raises an impor-
tant question: why did
the Congress party
oppose the Delimitation
Bill in Parliament? Was
it political posturing at
the cost of South India's
long-term interests?" he
asked. Also Read - BJP’s
Janata Varadhi Gets
Strong Public Response:
Madhav "The Congress
party must answer the
simple questions: under
Article 81, as it currently
stands, what happens
after the 2026 Census?
Does the South not lose
relative representation
vis-a-vis the North? If

that is indeed the case,
why oppose a constitu-
tional mechanism
intended to prevent pre-
cisely that outcome?" he
further wrote. Lokesh's
remarks came in
response to Chi
dambaram's criticism of
his comments in an
interview  with  an
English-language daily
newspaper  regarding
delimitation and repre-
sentation of southern
States. friend, Mr Nara
Lokesh, Minister in
Andhra Pradesh should
do his math before talk-
ing about delimitation,"
Chidambaram wrote on

X. He sai remained
unchanged. "The
Opposition parties

opposed and defeated

the Constitution
Amendment Bill
because the  math

showed that the five
southern states will lose
representation in the LS
in terms of RELATIVE
strength (if Art 81 is
applied  without a
ch%nge)," Chidambaram
said.

Mercury set to soar as heatwave
likely returns in Telangana

Hyderabad: Telangana
is bracing for a renewed
heatwave, as the India
Meteorological Depa
ment (IMD), Hyderabad
forecasts a significant
temperature surge across
the state starting this
week.While scattered
thunderstorms provided
a temporary break, the
IMD’s Sunday evening
weather forecast warns
of a ‘gradual rise’ in
maximum temperatures
by 2 degree Celsius to 3
degree Celsius over the
next three to four days.

Isolated light to moder-
ate rain and thunder-
storms, accompanied by
gusty winds of 30-40
kmph, will likely persist
on Monday in districts
including Adilabad,
Hyderabad, Khammam,
and Nalgonda. However,
by Tuesday, dry weather
is expected to prevail
across the entire state,
effectively ending the
cooling effect of the
recent rain.The northern

districts
Adilabad, Nirmal, and
Nizamabad are expected
to feel the brunt of the

mercury,  which is
expected to range
between 41 degree

Celsius and 44 degree
Celsius.By the middle of
the coming week, the
high-temperature
‘orange alert’ zone is
expected to expand
southward and west-
ward. Major centers
including Hyderabad,
Rangareddy, Vikarabad,
and Mahabubnagar are
projected to transition

including
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from the present 36 to 40
degree Celsius to the
higher 41 degree Celsius
and 44 degree Celsius
range by Wednesday.

Meanwhile, eastern dis-
tricts like Bhadradri
Kothagudem and
Mulugu are forecast to
stay slightly cooler,
maintaining  tempera-
tures between 36 and 40.
In the last 24 hours (till
8:30 am on Sunday),
Adilabad recorded the
state’s highest tempera-
ture at 40.5 degree
Celsius (1.6°C below
normal), followed close-

o 34

ly by Nizamabad at 40.4
while  Khammam and
Nalgonda both reached
the 40 degree Celsius.

In the capital, the
GHMC area continued
to witness a relatively
low 36.4 degree Celsius
at Begumpet, while
Dundigal recorded 37.6
and Medak witnessed 38
degree Celsius. As the
dry spell takes hold on
Tuesday, the maximum
temperatures in Greater
Hyderabad are expected
to climb rapidly and
range between 41 and 44
degree Celsius.
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Union Minister Reviews Anti-Cyber
Fraud Measures with Sajjanar

Hyderabad: Union
Minister of State for
Communications Chan
dra Sekhar Pemmasani
has held a video confer-
encing with Hyderabad
Police Commissioner V
C Sajjanar to deliberate
on systemic measures
against cyber fraud, the
senior police official
said on Friday. The con-
ference was held on
Thursday. "The discus-
sions highlighted the
importance of intelli-
gence-led enforcement,
inter-agency collabora-
tion and building robust
preventive mechanisms
to protect citizens,"
Sajjanar said in a post on
X. Also Read - Part Time
Job Fraud Tops
Cyberabad Crime in
2025 The discussion
focused on enhancing
intelligence-sharing
between telecom author-
ities and law enforce-
ment agencies, and
developing stronger reg-
ulatory mechanisms to
prevent such misuse at
the source - "The discus-
sions highlighted the
importance of intelli-
gence-led enforcement,
inter-agency collabora-
tion and building robust
preventive mechanisms
to protect citizens,"
Sajjanar said

enforcement
becomes
necessary, sources said.

before
intervention

Following the recent
action taken against
fraudsters engaging in
cyber crimes by misus-
ing telecom infrastruc-
ture, the minister held a
review meeting with
officials  from  the
Department of Telecom
and Hyderabad Police.
Also Read - Sajjanar
Forms SIT to Probe
Crimes Linked to Nepali
Gangs "We discussed
strengthening informa-
tion sharing between the
Telecom  Department
and law enforcement
agencies to curb cyber

i
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frauds, as well as devel-
oping robust regulatory
systems to prevent mis-
use at the source itself,"
the Minister said in a
post.  "Technological
systems should provsys-
tems to prevent miside
security to the people...
they should not become
a pathway for crimes.
The government is com-
mitted toSajjanar said

before enforcement
intervention  becomes
necessary, sources said.
Following the recent
action taken against
fraudsters engaging in
cyber crimes by misus-
ing telecom infrastruc-
ture, the minister held a
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review meeting with
officials  from  the
Department of Telecom
and Hyderabad Police.
Also Read - Sajjanar
Forms SIT to Probe
Crimes Linked to Nepali
Gangs "We discussed
strengthening informa-
tion shatelecom infra-
structure, the minister
held a review meeting
with officialring
between the Telecom
Department and law
enforcement agencies to
curb cyber  working
towards further strength-
ening cyber security and
protecting public trust,”
Chandra Sekhar added.

UK Delegation Explains PPP,
Exchange Finance Options

Amaravati:The  two
sides explored coopera-
tion in power generation
and transmission, sus-
tainable urban transport
systems, green mobility
initiatives,  riverfront
development and sports
infrastructure. Emerging
urban solutions, particu-
larly district cooling sys-
tems aimed at improving
energy efficiency in
cities, also figured
prominently in the delib-
erations. A focus of the
talks was on financing
mechanisms for large-
scale infrastructure proj-
ects. The UK delegation
explained different fund-
ing models, including
exchange finance frame-
works, and highlighted
the growing importance
of Public-Private
Partnership models in
mobilising private

investments for sustain-

able development proj-
ects. Also Read - Why
Did Congress Oppose
Delimitation Bill?; Nara
Lokesh to Chidambaram
The state reiterated its
commitment to building

a strong pipeline of sus-
tainable and investment-
ready projects, position-
ing AP as an attractive
destination for interna-
tional partners and
investors. Tourism pro-
motion and knowledge-

sharing partnerships
were also discussed,
with both sides
agreeing to
strengthen institu-
tional collaboration
and facilitate
exchange of expert-
ise across sectors.
Principal secretary
Suresh Kumar stat-
ed that AP is keen
on forging out-
come-oriented
international part-
nerships that can
accelerate sustain-
able urban growth,
improve infrastruc-
ture quality and
enhance public service
delivery. Officials said a
follow-up meeting is
expected shortly to take
forward specific propos-
als and areas of coopera-
tion identified during the
interaction.

Medak fort set for Rs 10 crore
facelift to boost tourism

Medak: The historic
Medak fort is all set to
get a major facelift as
Collector Prathima
Singh assured to grant
Rs 10 crore for taking up
restoration and conser-
vation works of the fort
apart from providing
various facilities, to
attract the tourists the
district. Medak fort,
located close to the dis-
trict headquarters, is a
historically significant
hill fort originally con-
structed during the
Kakatiya period during
the 12th-13th centuries
and later strengthened
by the Qutb Shahi rulers.
The fort is known for its
strategic location,
ancient gateways, can-
non installations, archi-
tectural remains, and
panoramic  view of
Medak town. It is one of
the important heritage
monuments  reflecting
the rich cultural and mil-
itary history of Telangan
a.Following the direc-
tions of Special Sec
retary A Vani Prasad, the
Director of Heritage,
Prof Arjun Rao and

archaeology

other

department officials met
Medak Collector
Prathima Singh on

Thursday. They have
presented a proposal on
restoration and conser-
vation works of the fort.
To make it visitor friend-
ly, the officials will pro-
vide basic amenities
such as washrooms, sit-
ting benches, drinking
water and minimum
information regarding
the history of the fort.

During the second phase
of the works, the offi-

cials also wanted to
build a rope way to
Medak fort and site a
museum or interpreta-
tion centre. Since the
Heritage department had
also decided to send a
proposal to the union
Tourism ministry
seekTourism  ministry
seeking funds for the
work, the officials said
that they would take up
both the phases of work
simultaneously if they
get a fund from Centre.
Collector Prathima
Singh said that they

wanted to develop a
tourist circuit connecting
Pocharam dam, Pocha
ram Wildlife Sanctuary,
Medak Fort, Medak
Cathedral Church, Jain
Temple in Kulcharam
and  Sri Vanadurga
Bhavani Temple
Edupayala by providing
needed amenities and
arranging a transporta-
tion facility between
them. Heritage Depart
ment deputy directors Dr
Nagaraju, N Narasiah
and others were present.
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Thiruvanchoor Radhakrishnan Elected Speaker
Of 16th Assembly With Overwhelming Majorlty

Thiruvananthapuram:
Senior Congress leader
and former Home Minister
Thiruvanchoor Radha
krishnan was on Friday
elected as the Speaker of
the 16th Kerala Legisla
tive Assembly after secur—
ing a decisive majorit
the Speaker election e
in the House.

Contesting as the United
Democratic Front (UDF)
candidate, Radhakrishnan
secured 101 votes in the
secret ballot conducted
under constitutional pro-
cedures. Left Democratic
Front (LDF) candidate and
former minister A C
Moideen received 35
votes, while National
Democratic Alliance
(NDA) candidate B B
Gopakumar secured three
votes. Pro-tem Speaker G
Sudhakaran, who presided
over the proceedings, did
not cast his vote.

The election process
began at 9 AM in the
Assembly. Ballot papers
carrying the names of all
three candidates were dis-
tributed to legislators, and
two polling booths were
arranged on either side of
the Speaker's podium to
ensure secrecy during vot-
ing. Members marked

their  preference and
deposited their ballots in a
secured ballot box placed
on the Speaker's table.

Chief Minister V D
Satheesan cast the first
vote, followed by minis-
ters, ruling front members
and opposition legislators.
Counting commenced
immediately after polling
under the supervision of
the Legislative Assembly
Secretary in the presence
of polling agents repre-
senting the three political
fronts.Following the offi-
cial announcement of the
results, CM Satheesan and
Leader of the Opposition
Pinarayi Vijayan escorted
the newly-elected Speaker
to the Chair. Members
from both the treasury and
opposition benches con-
gratulated Thiruvanchoor
Radhakrishnan on assum-
ing the post.A veteran leg-
islator with more than
three decades of parlia-
mentary experience,
Radhakrishnan has repre-
sented constituencies in
Kottayam district continu-
ously since 1991. He
entered public life through
student politics and later
served as Kerala Students
Union leader, Youth
Congress state president
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and KPCC general secre-
tary.Widely regarded for
his administrative experi-
ence as Home and
Revenue Minister in the
Oommen Chandy govern-
ment, Radhakrishnan is
considered a leader capa-
ble of maintaining balance
and ensuring smooth func-
tioning of the House.

Congratulating him, Chief

[

Minister Satheesan
described Radhakrishnan
as a "beloved elder broth-
er' and a leader with
immense political wisdom
and legislative experience.
LoP Pinarayi Vijayan also
expressed confidence that
the new Speaker would
conduct proceedings
impartially and protect
democratic rights within

the Assembly.With the
Speaker election complet-
ed, the Assembly will
reconvene after Bakrid
break with  Governor
Rajendra Vishwanath
Avrlekar's address on May
29 and subsequent discus-
sions on the new govern-
ment's legislative and
financial agenda.

Delhi Riots: HC Grants 3-Day Interim Bail To

New Delhi: The Delhi
High Court on Friday
granted three-day interim
bail to Activist Umar
Khalid in a case under the
anti-terror law UAPA con-
cerning the "larger con-
spiracy”  behind the
February 2020 riots in the
city's northeastern parts.
Khalid to be released on
interim bail from June 1 to
June 3 in view of his
mother's surgery, said the
high court bench. The
judge further imposed
conditions, asking Khalid
to remain in the Delhi-
NCR area, stay at his
given address, not visit
any place other than a hos-
pital, and use only one
mobile number.

Earlier on Thursday,
Khalid had moved to HC
after the trial court refused
to grant him 15 days' inter-
im bail to attend a 40-day

Umar Khalid In UAPA Case

post-death ritual (Chehlu
m) of his uncle and take
care of his mother, who
has to undergo surgery for
lump excision at a private
hospital.The trial court

opined that attending the
ceremony of his deceased
uncle was "not that neces-
sary" and that other family
members were available to
take care of his mother.

Khalid was booked under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA)
for being one of the "mas-
terminds" of the February
2020 riots that had left 53

people dead and more than
700 injured. The violence
had  erupted during
protests against  the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act (CAA), 2019, and the
National  Register of
Citizens (NRC).

Activists Sharjeel Imam,
Khalid Saifi and former
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
councillor Tahir Hussain,
among others, were also
booked for their alleged
involvement in the larger
conspiracy case, which is
being investigated by the
Delhi  Police's Special
Cell.On September 2,
2025, a bench of Justices
Navin Chawla  and
Shalinder Kaur denied bail
to Imam, Khalid, Miran
Haider and other accused
in the case. The Supreme
Court upheld the order in
January.

CM Vijay Likely To Meet Prez Murmu,
PM Modi, Others During First Delhi
Visit After Taking Office

Chennai: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay is scheduled to visit
New Delhi on Saturday
(May 23) in what would
be his first official trip to
the national capital since
assuming office earlier
this month.According to
sources, Vijay is expected
to meet President
Droupadi Murmu, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman during the
visit. He is also likely to
submit a memorandum
seeking the release of
pending central funds for
Tamil Nadu and support
for various developmental
projects in the state.
Sources further suggest
that the Chief Minister
may also hold meetings
with senior opposition
leade rs, including Congr
ess president Mallikarjun
Kharge, Lok Sabha Leader
of  Opposition  Rahul
Gandhi, and senior leader
Sonia Gandhi.
Preparations are reported-
ly underway at the Tamil

Nadu Government Guest
House in New Delhi ahead
of the visit. Renovation
and maintenance work is
being carried out in the
Chief minister's suite, con-
ference hall and other
facilities. Government
officials from Tamil Nadu

are also said to have
reached Delhi to coordi-

nate arrangements for
Vijay's maiden visit as
Chief Minister.

Reports also suggest that
special reception arrange-
ments rooted in traditional
Tamil customs are being

planned to welcome him
in the national capital.

However, the Tamil Nadu
government has not yet
issued an official confir-
mation regarding the pro-
posed Delhi visit or the
Chief Minister's meeting
schedule.The visit comes

at a politically signifi-
cant moment following
the formation of the
Tamilaga Vetrri
Kazhagam (TVK)-led
government in Tamil
Nadu. In the recently
concluded Assembly
elections, TVK, led by
Vijay, emerged as the
single largest party and
subsequently formed
the government with
the support of alliance
partners including
Congress, the
# Chiruthaigal Katchi
(VCK), Communist
Parties of India,
Communist Party of
India (Marxist) and the
Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML).

Vijay took oath as the
13th Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu on May 10
along with a nine-
member Cabinet. The
ministry was expanded on
Thursday with the induc-
tion of 23 more ministers,
including two Congress
MLAs and 21 TVK legis-
lators, after which portfo-
lio allocations were also
announced.
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Ensure Smooth Conduct of
UPSC Prelims Exam in
Hyderabad: Narayan Reddy

Hyderabad: In-
charge District
Collector C.
Narayana Reddy

instructed the offi-
cials concerned to
conduct the Union
Public Service
Commission (UPSC)
civil services prelimi-
nary  examination
scheduled to be held
on Sunday (May 24),
peacefully and trans-
parently. At a meet-
ing with officials, he
instructed that the
examination should
be conducted trans-
parently and peace-
fully and stated that
as many as 44,209
candidates would be
appearing for the
exam in 100 centres
in Hyderabad. Also
Read - Part Time Job
Fraud Tops
Cyberabad Crime in
2025 He said that
basic facilities had
already been provid-
ed at all centres and
that stringent meas-
ures would be taken
to conduct the exami-
nations in a foolproof
manner. He directed
that the examination
should be conducted
strictly in accordance
with UPSC regula-
tions. He stated that
on May 24, Paper-I|
examination would
be held from 9.30 am
to 11.30 am and
Paper-11 examination
from 2.30 pm to 4.30
pm. As per UPSC
regulations, the gates
of the examination

would be
closed 30 minutes

centres

before the com-
mencement of the

examination. Also
Read - Union
Minister Reviews
Anti-Cyber  Fraud
Measures with

Sajjanar He advised
the candidates to
reach the examina-
tion centres before 9
am for the morning
session and before 2
pm for the afternoon
session. He stated
that candidates arriv-
ing late would not be
permitted. The
Collector stated that
as per UPSC regula-
tions, candidates
were not allowed to
carry any electronic
items into the exami-
nation centres. He
instructed the police
department that
should be thoroughly
checked by women
police personnel
before  permitting
entry into the exami-
nation centres. Also

Read - Sajjanar
Forms SIT to Probe
Crimes Linked to

Nepali Gangs Reddy
stated that no person
without an identity
card  should be
allowed into the

examination centre
and that unauthorized
persons should not be
present at the exami-
nation centres. He
further stated that
under no circum-
stances would elec-
tronic devices, calcu-
lators, cell phones,
pagers, bluetooth
devices, pen drives,
smart watches, pro-
grammed  devices,
electronic  gadgets,
and electronic items
be permitted inside
the examination cen-
tres. pencil, ID card,
e-Admit Card, and
photograph would be
permitted inside the
examination centre.
In view of the pre-
vailing summer con-
ditions, the Collector
directed officials to
make necessary
arrangements  and
ensure that candi-
dates do not face any
inconvenience at the
examination centres.
He instructed that
adequate  drinking
water, proper ventila-
tion, clean toilets and
emergency medical
support should be
made available for
the convenience and
well-being of the stu-
dents.

Gujarat Police's "Op Milap' Traces And
Reunites 701 Missing People With
Families In Just Two Weeks

Gandhinagar:
Hundreds of families
who had lost hope of
finding their loved
ones are finally get-
ting answers as
Gujarat Police, under
recently-launched
'‘Operation  Milap’,
has managed to trace
and reunite as many
as 701 missing peo-
ple with their families
in just a span of 14
days.State Home Min
ister Harsh Sanghavi
said, "Under the lead-
ership of  Chief
Minister Bhupendra
Patel, Gujarat Police
started a special cam-
paign to trace missing
people. All necessary
resources were pro-
vided to the police for
this mission. The suc-
cess of the campaign
can be seen in the fact
that from May 7 to
May 21, police sta-
tions across the state
traced a total of 701
people and reunited
them with their fami-
lies."Gujarat Police's
'‘'Op Milap' Traces
And Reunites 701
Missing People With
Families In Just Two
WeeksGujarat  Pol
ice's 'Op Milap'
Traces And Reunites
701 Missing People
With Families In Just
Two Weeks (ETV
Bharat)

The special campaign

was launched in the
first week of May
under the leadership
of Gujarat DG Police
KLN Rao, and
accordingly all Police
Commissioners and
District Super inten-
dents of Police in
Gujarat were instruct-
ed to reopen, review
and investigate long-
pending missing per-
son cases.According
to Gujarat Police,
more than 24,767
missing person cases
have been registered
across the state since
2007.Additional
Director General of
Police (CID Crime
and Railways Women
Cell) Ajay Chaudhary
said that under Milap,
police teams are
rechecking old files,
analysing digital evi-
dence and technical
information, and
reconnecting  with
families who have
been searching for
their relatives for
years."This operation
has been started as
per a planned strate-
gy. Missing people
are being traced on
the basis of data,
technical intelligence
and human intelli-
gence. Clear guide-
lines have been given
to police officers.
Because of these con-
tinuous efforts, we

have succeeded in
tracing many people
who had been miss-

ing for years,"
Chaudhary
said.Among the 701
people traced in the
last two weeks are 19
minor boys, 97 minor
girls, 417 women and
168 men, he said,
adding that the opera-
tion will continue.
"The operation is not
limited to tracing
missing people alone.
It is also a strong
effort to break crimi-
nal networks
involved in human
trafficking, child traf-
ficking and the sell-
ing of newborn
babies,” said another
senior official.
Woman Missing For
10 Years Found With
ChildA 23-year-old
married woman from
Padra taluka in
Vadodara district had
gone missing in 2016
along with her five-
year-old son. In a
complaint, her hus-
band had mentioned
that she had gone to a
river ghat and never
returned.Ten  years
later, police reopened
the case and again
contacted the family
during the investiga-
tion. The woman's
husband told police
that a few months ago
he had seen his wife
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Congress Slams Centre's
'Foreign Policy' After Rubio
Announces Venezuela
President's Indla VISIt

New Delhi: The Indian
National Congress on
Friday lashed out at the
Central government
after US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio
announced that the
President of Venezuela
would visit India next
week, even before any
official  confirmation
from India or Venezuela.
Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh
asked the Centre what
else does Marco Rubio
have in store for India's
foreign policy. In a post
on X, Jairam Ramesh
put out a video of
Rubio's statement in
Miami about his visit to
India to attend the Quad
meeting and also that of
the Venezuelan
President's."At 5.37 PM
on May 10, 2025, the US
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio was the first to
announce the halt to

Operation Sindoor.

"Yesterday, Mr Rubio
was again the very first
to announce that the
President of Venezuela
would be visiting India
next week. This was
even before India and
Venezuela had even
hinted or confirmed the
news," he said.Ramesh
further said that the
President of Venezuela

was expected to attend
the launch of the
International Big Cat
Alliance in New Delhi
next week. "However,
this has since been post-
poned because of the
outbreak of the Ebola
virus in Africa," he said.
"What else does the US
Secretary of State have
in store for Indian for-
eign  policy?"  the

Congress leader
asked.
Ramesh's statements
came after Rubio,
while speaking to
. media Iin  Miami,
referred to
" Venezuela's growing
engagement with

India, and said, "In
fact, it's my under-
standing that the inter-
im  president  of
Venezuela will be
travelling to India
J next week as well. So,
there's opportunities.
There's a lot to work on
with India."The
Congress has repeatedly
objected to the US mak-
ing anno uncements
related to India’s foreign
policy before New Delhi
officially communicates
them, including the ear-
lier announcement
regarding the halt to
Operation Sindoor.

Fresh Contempt Plea Filed Against
Kejriwal, AAP Leaders In Delhi HC

New Delhi: A fresh
criminal contempt peti-
tion has been filed in the
Delhi  High  Court
against former Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and other AAP
leaders over alleged
remarks and social
media posts targeting
Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma in connection
with the Delhi excise
ﬁolicy case. A bench
eaded by Justice Navin
Chawla 1s scheduled to
hear the matter on May
22.The petition has been
filed by advocate Ashok
Chaitanya under the
Contempt of Courts Act
and Article 215 of the
Constitution, after
obtaining the consent of
ASG Sanjeev Bhandari
to initiate contempt pro-
ceedings.The petitioner
has alleged that Arvind
Kejriwal and AAP lead-
ers Saurabh Bhardwaj
and Gopal Rai ran a

"coordinated and
orchestrated social
media campaign”

against Justice Swarana
Kanta Sharma, which

undermined
the dignity of the court
and interfered with judi-

allegedly

cial proceedings.
Journalist Saurav Das
has also been named as
an accused in the fresh
plea.According to the
petition, the controversy
stems from a CBI revi-
sion plea challenging the
discharge of accused
persons in an alleged
corruption case in which
Kejriwal is one of the
accused. The matter was
being heard by Justice
Swarana Kanta Sharma.
The plea claimed that,

after unsuccessful attem
pts to seek a transfer of
the matter and a with-
drawal of proceedings
before the Supreme
Court, Kejriwal moved
an application seeking
Justice Sharma’s recusal
from the case.The peti-
tioner alleged that dur-
ing this period, several
posts were circulated on
the social media plat-
form X, accusing the
judge of bias and con-
flict of interest. The plea
stated that posts pub-
lished on April 9 were
reposted by Kejriwal,

Saurabh Bhardwaj,
and Gopal Rai, ques-
tioning the judge's
impartiality by refer-
ring to the empanel-
ment of her family
members as govern-
ment  counsel.The
petit med that Kejr
iwal reposted one of
the posts with the

comment, "Is this
true? V v explosive",
allegedly  lending
credibility to the

accusations. It also
referred to another
post allegedly made by
Kejriwal on April 27, in
which he reportedly said
he had lost hope of get-
ting justice from the
bench and would boy-
cott the proceedings.

Earlier, Justice Swarana
Kanta Sharma had initi-
ated contempt proceed-
ings on May 14 and
observed, "If action is
not taken against these
accused persons, anar-
chy will prevail." She
had further remarked
that a "parallel narra-
tive" was being run out-
side the courtroom and

'India A Great Ally, We Want To Sell Them
As Much Energy As They Will Buy': Rubio

New Delhi: Ahead of his
visit to India, US
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio on Thursday said
the United States wants
to significantly expand
energy cooperation with
India and  deepen
engagement through the
Quad grouping, while
describing New Delhi as
a "great ally" and a
"great partner".

Speaking to reporters in
Miami before embarking
on the trip to Sweden
and India, Rubio said
Washington is ready to
increase energy exports
to India amid concerns
over global s J)ply dis-
ruptions linked to ten-
sions in West Asia and
the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz.Responding
to a question about India
being affected by high
energy prices due to clo-
sure of Hormuz, he said
the US is ready to sell as
much energy as India is
willing to buy. "We want
to sell them as much
energy as they'll buy.

Ahead Of Quad Meet

And obviously, you've
seen | think we're at his-
toric levels of US pro-
duction, and US export,"
Rubio said.The US
Secretary of State said
discussions on expand-
ing energy cooperation
with India are already
underway and would
continue during his visit.
"We want to be able to
do more. We were
already in talks with
them to do more. We
want them to be a bigger
part of their portfolio,"
he said.Rubio also point-
ed to possible opportuni-
ties Involving Venezu
elan oil and said India is
actively managing glob-
al energy pressures
caused by the Strait of
Hormuz situation.Rubio
described India as a
"great partner" and said
his visit to New Delhi is
important as it would
also give him an oppor-
tunity to meet with min-
isters from the Quad
nations. "They are a
great ally, a great part-

.

ner. We do a lot of good
work with them. And so
it is an important trip.
I'm glad we're able to do
it because I think there'll
be a lot for us to talk
about," Rubio said.

"We also think there are
opportunities with
Venezuelan oil," he
added.He also under-
lined the importance of
the Quad framework and
recalled that his first
official meeting after
becoming Secretary of
State was with Quad
partners. "We will also
meet with Quad there,
which is important. |

think my first meeting as
Secretary of State was
with the Quad. I'm glad
we are able to do it now
in India, and we're going
to do one later in the
year as well,” Rubio
said.Referring to
Venezuela's  growing
engagement with India,
Rubio said it was his
understanding that the
acting President of
Venezuela, Delcy
Rodriguez, would also
visit India next week.
"In fact, it's my under-
standing that the interim
president of Venezuela
will be travelling to

New Delhi: The
Election Commission of
India (ECI) on Friday
anno unced the schedule
for elections to 24 Rajya
Sabha seats from 10
states, including Madh
ya Pradesh, Karn ataka
and Gujarat.Andhra
Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Manipur, Meghalaya
Rajasthan, Arunachal
Pradesh and Mizoram
are among other states.
The poll panel has
announced the schedule
for the elections to these
seats in the Upper
House, as the tenure of
the incumbent members
will expire in the next
two months.EC annou
nces Rajya Sabha polls
for 24 seats

EC announces Rajya
Sabha polls for 24 seats
(ETV Bharat)
According to the ECI
schedule, out of the 24
Rajya Sabha seats, four
each are from Guijarat,
Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka, three each
from Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh, two
from Jharkhand and one
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Polls For 24 Rajya Sabha Seats Across 10
States To Be Held On June 18; Kharge, Deve
Gowda Among I\/Iembers Set To Retire

each from Manipur,
Meghalaya, Arunachal
Pradesh and Mizoram.

In Madhya Pradesh,
among the members
who are scheduled to
retire are former Chief

Minister and senior
Congress leader
Digvijay Singh, as per
the poll panel. In

Karnataka, among the
members who will retire
from the Rajya Sabha
are  former  Prime
Minister and senior
leader of Janata Dal
(Secular), HD Deve
Gowda, and Congress
chief and Leader of
Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha, Mallikarjun

Kharge.According to the

schedule of the elec-
tions, the notification for
the poll would be issued
on June 1, and the last
date of filing nomina-
tions is June 8. The
scrutiny of nominations
will take place the next
day. The last date for
withdrawal of candida-
ture is June 11.

Te polling is scheduled
to take place on June 18.
It would start at 9 am
and continue till 4 pm.
The counting of votes
will take place after the
voting. The poll panel
said it has directed that
only integrated violet
colour sketch pen(s) of
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pre-fixed specification,
provided by the
Returning Officer, shall
be used for the purpose
of marking preference(s)
on the ballot Ipager. No
other pen shall be used
for marking preferences
in the above-mentioned
elections.The ECI said
adequate measures for
close monitoring of the
election process by
appointing  observers
shall be taken to ensure
free and fair elections. In
addition to that , the ECI
also ashall be taken to
ensure nnounced bye-
elections to two Rajya
Sabha seats in
Maharashtra and Tamil
Nadu.The election has
been necessitated fol-
lowing the resignation of
the incumbent members-
Sunetra Ajit Pawar (who
is currently the Deputy
Chief ~ Minister  of
Maharashtra), and CV
Shanmugam from Tamil
Nadu. The polling is
scheduled to take place
on the same along with
the election to 24 Rajya
Sabha seats.

Bhojshala Dispute Reaches SC As
Hindu Groups Get Ready To Perform
'Maha Aarti' After 721 Years

Dhar: At a time when
Hindu organisations are
all set to perform a
‘Maha Aarti' (grand
prayer ceremony) at the
Bhojshala on Friday
(May 22) after a period
of 721 years, the
Supreme Court  will
begin hearing on a peti-
tion that challenges the
recent  verdict of
Madhya Pradesh High
Court, which ruled that
the complex had been a
Hindu temple.The apex
court will hear the
Special Leave Petition
(SLP) filed by Quazi
Moinuddin, on behalf of
the Muslim side, claim-
ing that the High Court
verdict affects the reli-
gious rights of the
Muslim communityThe
Indore Bench of the
Madhya Pradesh High
Court had recognised the
Kamal Maula Mosque
complex, situated within
the Bhojshala premises,
as a temple dedicated to
Goddess Saraswati. The
High Court has revoked
the permission previous-
ly granted to the Muslim
community to offer
Friday prayers at the
site.  The Intizamia
Committee of the Kamal
Maula Mosque and the
All  India  Muslim
Personal Law Board
were also parties in this
case before the High
Court.The petition chal-
lenges the High Court's
findings concerning the
character and usage of
the disputed structure,
contending that the order
adversely affects the
religious rights of the
Muslim community.

Based on a report of the
Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI), the High
Court accepted the claim
that the disputed site was
a temple. While quash-
ing a 2003 ASI circular
which allowed both
Hindu worship and
Muslim prayers at the
site on different days,
the High Court effec-
tively held that namaz
cannot be performed
there.Anticipating that
the Muslim side would
approach the Supreme
Court, the Hindu parties
had already filed a
caveat petition in the
apex court. This petition
requests the Supreme

Court not to issue any ex
parte (unilateral) orders

without hearing the
arguments of the Hindu
parties.Abdul Samad, a
representative of the
Muslim side, stated that
senior advocate Salman
Khurshid would present
the matter before the
Supreme Court on their
behalf and seek a stay on
the High Court order.
Maha Aarti At Bhojshala
After 721 Years
Following the landmark
verdict delivered by the
High Court on May 15,
Hindu organisations are
set to perform a 'Maha
Aarti' at the Bhojshala
on Friday. To prevent any
untoward incident, barri-
cades have been put up
at various locations to
maintain law and order.
Extra pickets have also
been established across
the city, and social
media platforms are also
being closely monitored,
officials said.With the
dual objective of instill-
ing a sense of security
among citizens and
sending a strong mes-
sage to anti-social ele-
ments, the police con-
ducted a massive peace
march (flag march)
through the city's main
roads on Thursday.
During this march,
police personnel were
seen  carrying the
Tricolour, conveying a
message of patriotism
and communal harmony.
The district administra-
tion has appealed to the
public to maintain peace
and strictly adhere to the
court's directives.

Ashok Jain, a patron of
the Bhoj Utsav Samiti,

stated, "Following the
historic verdict by the
High Court, the Hindu
community will take out
a procession on Friday
afternoon and perform a
Maha Aarti at the
Bhojshala. This particu-
lar Friday has arrived
after a gap of 721 years,
and the occasion is
deeply intertwined with
our collective self-
respect. The entire
Hindu community will
offer prayers at the
Bhojshala."Over 1,500
Security Personnel
Deployed In Dhare
robust security arrange-
ments across the district,
around 1,500 personnel
comprising local police,
two specialised compa-
nies of the Rapid Action
Force (RAF), and con-
tingents from other
armed police units have
been deployed. A state of
heightened alert is being
maintained at all major
intersections and sensi-
tive locations, particu-
larly in Muslim-majority
areas of the city.
Security forces are also
conducting continuous
patrols in these zones to
promptly prevent any
possible incidents that
may disturb peace, offi-
cials  added.Worship
Performed With Great
Fervor at Bhojshala on
TueMaha Aarti at the
Bhojshala. This particu-
lar Friday has arrived
after a gap of 721 years,
and the occasion is
deeply intertwined with
our collective self-
respect. The entire
Hindu community will
offer prayers at the
Bhojshala."Over 1,500

Security Personnel
Deployed In Dhare
robust security arrange-
ments across the district,
around 1,500 personnel
comprising local police,
two specialised compa-
nies of the Rapid Action
Force (RAF), and con-
tingents from other
armed police units have
been deployed. A state of
heightened alert is being
maintained at all major
intersections and sensi-
tive locations, particu-
larly in Muslim-majority
areas of the city.
Security forces are also
conducting continuous
patrols in these zones to
promptly prevent any
possible incidents that
may disturb peace, offi-
cials  added.Worship
Performed With Great
Fervor at Bhojshala on
Tuesday:On Tuesday, a
large number of devo-
tees gathered at
Bhojshala to recite the
Hanuman Chalisa and
offer oblations into the
"Yagna Kund' (sacrificial
fire pit?]. Following wor-
ship, the devotees also
set off a spectacular dis-
play of fireworks outside
sday:On Tuesday, a large
number of devotees
gathered at Bhojshala to
recite the Hanuman
Chalisa and offer obla-
tions into the 'Yagna
Kund' gsacrificial fire
pit). Following worship,
the devotees also set off
a spectacular display of
fireworks outside the
complex. Hindu organi-
sations celebrated this
occasion as a 'Vijay

Utsav' (Festival of
Victory).
N H o
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Health Crisis Meets Geopolitics: Ebola’s

Impact On India-Africa E

New Delhi: A deadly
Ebola outbreak in
Central  Africa has
forced the postponement
of the Fourth India-
Africa Forum Summit
(IAFS 1V) scheduled
from May 28 to 31 in
New Delhi, underlining
how public health emer-
gencies can reshape
diplomatic priorities and
international  engage-
ment.The outbreak, cen-
tred in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo’s
(DRC) volatile Ilturi
Province, involves the
rare Bundibugyo strain
of the virus, for which
no approved vaccine
currently exists. The sit-
uation has heightened
fears of regional spread
into neighbouring coun-
tries, including Uganda
and South Sudan.
Health Crisis Meets
Geopolitics:  Ebola’s
Impact On India-Africa
Engagement

Medical workers per-
form disinfection for a
demarcated Ebola treat-
ment center at the
Mubende Regional
Hospital in Mubende
District, Uganda, Sept.
21, 2022 (IANS)
“Recognising the impor-
tance of ensuring the full
participation and
engagement of African
leaders and stakehold-
ers, and mindful of the
emerging public health
situation on the conti-
nent, consultations were
held  between the
Government of India,
the Chairperson of the
African Union, and the
African Union
Commission regarding
the holding of the
Summit and associated
activities,” a statement

issued by the Ministry of
External  Affairs on
Thursday reads.
“Following these con-
sultations, the two sides
agreed that it would be
advisable to convene the
Fourth India—Africa
Forum Summit at a later
date. New dates for the
Summit and its associat-
ed meetings will be
finalised through mutual
consultations and com-
municated in  due
course.”Meanwhile, the
Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS)
of the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare has
also issued an advisory
urging passengers with
Ebola symptoms arriv-
ing in India from high-
risk countries to report
to the health authorities
before immigration
clearance.According to
the  World  Health
Organisation (WHO),
the outbreak was first
detected in early May in
Ituri Province in eastern
DRC, particularly in the
health zones of
Mongbwalu, Rwampara

a conflict-affected and

|

e

highly mobile mining
belt near the borders
with Uganda and South
Sudan, making disease
containment especially
difficult.  The  first
known suspected patient
— reportedly a health
worker — developed
symptoms around April
24 and later died in
BuniaHealth Crisis
Meets Geopolitics:
Ebola’s Impact On Ind
ia-Africa Engagement

An Ebola isolation cen-
ter at a hospital in the
Central Region district
of Mubende, Uganda,
Jan. 11, 2023 (IANS)

Initial tests failed to
identify Ebola because
standard diagnostic kits
were designed primarily
to detect the more com-
mon Zaire strain of the
virus. Samples later sent
to Kinshasa confirmed

that the  outbreak
involved the
Bundibugyo virus

species, a rare strain first
identified in Uganda in
2007.The Bundibugyo
strain is particularly con-

ngagement

g

currently no licensed
vaccine or approved
virus-specific treatment
against it.  Existing
Ebola vaccines were
largely developed
against the Zaire strain,
which caused major out-
breaks in West and
Central Africa in the past
decade. WHO officials
said it could take six to
nine months before
experimental vaccines
tailored for the
Bundibugyo strain
become available.
According to WHO data
released on May 16, 246
suspected cases had
been recorded in DRC,
80 suspected deaths had
been reported in Ilturi
Province alone, and
eight laboratory-con-
firmed cases had tested
positive for the
Bundibugyo virus.
Health Crisis Meets
Geopolitics:  Ebola’s
Impact On India-Africa
Engagement

This photo taken with a
mobile phone on May
17, 2026 shows the bor-
der post in Goma, the

and Bunia. The region is

cerning because there is

Democratic Republic of

Republicans Call Off Vote On Iran War
Resolution That Was On The Verge Of Passing

Washington: Republicans strug-
gled Thursday to find the votes to
dismiss legislation that would
compel President Donald Trum

to withdraw from the war wit

Iran, delaying planned votes on
the matter into June.

The House had scheduled a vote
on a war powers resolution,
brought by Democrats, that would
rein in Trump's military cam-
paign. But as it became clear that
Republicans would not have the
numbers to defeat the bill, GOP
leaders declined to hold a vote on
it.It was the latest sign of the slip-
ping support in Congress for a
war that Trump launched more
than two months ago without con-
gressional approval. “We had the
votes without question and they
knew it, and as a result they’re
playing a political game,” said
Democratic Rep. Gregory Meeks,
who sponsored the
bill.Republicans in the Senate are
also working to ensure they have
the votes to dismiss another war
powers resolution that advanced
to a final vote earlier this week,
when four GOP senators support-
ed the resolution and three others
were absent from the vote.The
actions by con?ressional leaders
showed Republicans are strug-
gling to maintain political backing
for Trump's handling of the war.
Rank-and-file Republicans are
increasingly willing to defy the
president over the conflict.House
Republican Leader Steve Scalise
told reporters that the vote was
delayed to give lawmakers who
were absent a chance to vote.
House Speaker Mike Johnson did
not answer questions from
reporters as he exited the House
chamber.Frustration with Iran war
grows on Capitol Hill

On Capitol Hill, patience with the
war has worn thin as the stalemate
in the Strait of Hormuz disrupts
global shipping and elevates gas
prices in the U.S. Another House
war powers resolution nearly
passed last week, falling on a tie
vote as three Republicans voted in
favor. Meeks, the top Democrat

on the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, said he had the votes
“locked in” this time around.

“People are beginning to finally
listen to the American people who
don’t support the war In Iran, and
I think there’s a growing number
of Republicans who see how dev-
astating the war has been for our
country,” said Democratic Rep.
Adam Smith of Washington state.
The lone Democrat who voted
against the war powers resolution
last week, Rep. Jared Golden of
Maine, has said he will vote in
favor of the legislation next time.
In a joint statement, House
Democratic  leader Hakeem
Jeffries and other caucus leaders
said Republicans were “coward-
ly” to pull the vote.“Even as we
prepare to recognize our nation’s
fallen heroes on Memorial Day,
House Republicans refuse to
show up and be accountable to the
brave service members that have
been recklessly put in harm’s
way,” they added.Republicans
have been broadly supportive of
Trump's efforts to destroy Iran's
nuclear capabilities, but some are
now saying the president's legal
timeline to wage a war without
congressional — approval  has
expired. Under the War Powers
Resolution of 1973, presidents
have 60 days to engage in a mili-
tary conflict before Congress
must either declare war or author-
ize the use of military
force.“We're past 60 days so it's
got to be brought to us to vote on.
We're following the law,” said

Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick, a
Pennsylvania Republican, adding
that he plans to vote for the war
powers resolution.The dispute
over war powersThe White House
argues that the requirements of
the War Powers Resolution no
longer apply because of the cease-
fire with Iran. At the same time,
Trump has said he was just an
hour away from ordering another
strike on lIran earlier this week,
but held off because Gulf allies
said they were engaged in negoti-
ations to end the war.Still, Trump
said on social media that military
leaders should “be prepared to go
forward with a full, large scale
assault of Iran, on a moment’s
notice, in the event that an accept-
able Deal is not reached.” Trump
has repeatedly set deadlines for
Tehran and then backed off.

Sen. Thom Tillis, a Republican
who has so far voted against the
war powers resolutions, expressed
frustration with the Trump admin-
istration's stance, especially from
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth.
“The current status quo, Pete
Hegseth ~ demonstrates  how
incompetent he is,” Tillis told
reporters, adding that he would be
willing to vote for an authoriza-
tion for use of military force.
Earlier this week, Democratic
senators rallied outside the
Capitol Wednesday alongside
\oteVets, a left-leaning veterans’
advocacy group. They placed
signs on the Capitol lawn noting
that the nationwide average price
of gasoline had risen to $4.53.
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Uk, France To Host Defence
Ministers Meeting On Hormuz

London: The UK and
France will on Tuesday
host a multinational
meeting of defence min-
isters on military plans
to restore trade flows
through the Strait of
Hormuz, the British
government said. The
announcement  came
hours after Iran warned
London and Paris
against sending warships
to the region.

"The Defence Secretary
John Healey will co-
chair a meeting of over
40 nations, alongside his
French counterpart,
Minister Catherine
Vautrin, for the multina-

tional mission's first
Defence Minister's
meeting,” a British

defence ministry state-
ment said Sunday.

The virtual meeting fol-
lows a two-day gather-
ing in London in April of
military planners who
thrashed out the practi-
calities of a multination-
al mission led by the UK
and France to protect
navigation in the key
waterway following a
sustainable ceasefire.
"We are turning diplo-
matic agreement Into
practical military plans
to restore confidence for

shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz,"
Healey said. It
comes as France and
Britain despatched
warships to the
Middle East.

France has sent its
nuclear-powered
aircraft carrier, the
Charles de Gaulle,
to the region, and
the UK on Saturday
said it was sending a
destroyer, HMS
Dragon. Both coun-
tries  said  the
deployments were a
"pre-positioning™ ahead
of any international mis-
sion to help protect ship-
ping- ran's warning -
HMS Dragon's deploy-
ment was part of "pru-
dent planning” that
would ensure the UK
was ready to help secure
the strait when condi-
tions allowed, a ministry
spokesperson told AFP.
But Iran's deputy foreign
minister, Kazem
Gharibabadi, earlier
Sunday warned Britain
and France their war-
ships -- "or those of any
other country" -- would
meet "a decisive and
immediate response”.
"Only the Islamic
Republic of Iran can

establish security in this
strait," Gharibabadi said.

Macron  said later
Sunday that France had
had "never envisaged" a
naval deployment in the
Strait of Hormuz but
rather a security mission
that would be "coordi-
nated with Iran”.
Speaking to journalists
in Nairobi, he said he
was sticking to his posi-
tion opposing a blockade
from either side, and to
"reject any toll" to
ensure ships are able to
pass through the strate-
gic waterway.

Britain and France said
last month that plans to
secure the strait were
coming together. The

British defence ministry
said deploying HMS
Dragon would strength-
en the confidence of
commercial shipiJing
and support mine clear-
ance efforts once hostili-
ties end.

Before the US-Israel war
on lran started on
February 28, about a
fifth of the world's oil
was shipped through the
strait. But that has been
throttled since the war as
Iran Iarﬂely closed the
strait, throwing global
markets into turmoil and
driving up oil prices.
The US later imposed its
own blockade of Iranian
ports in response.

Pakistan PM Shehbaz Describes
China As A 'Trusted Friend'

Islamabad: Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday

described China as a
"trusted friend" and said
that Beijing has support-
ed Islamabad in an
"unwavering  fashion
unmatched in the annals
of history". He made the
comments at a special
ceremony held in
Islamabad to mark the
75th  anniversary of
Pakistan-China diplo-
matic relations.

The prime minister said
that Pakistan and China
have always supported
each other on key issues.
"Beijing has supported
us in unwavering fash-
ion unmatched in the
annals of history," he
said.Shehbaz, who will
visit China from May 23
to 26 to hold talks with
President Xi Jinping and
Premier Li Qiang, reaf-
firmed that Pakistan has
always supported the
One-China policy, with-
out fear or favour.

He said Pakistan was the
"first Muslim country to
recognise China and one
of the first countries in
the world to do so.”
“Through our mutual
efforts and endeavours,
and above all, sincerity
of purpose, we have
built a relationship that
is second to none and
very unique in the
world,” he said.

“Earthquakes, floods,
peace and difficult times
- China has always sup-
ported Pakistan in an
unwavering fashion,” he
added. He said that the
China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC) was a “great
manifestation” of
China's commitment to
support Pakistan, pro-
mote its economy, pro-
vide jobs, gng brling
rosperity and develop-
PnenESh%baz also sa?d
that China fully support-
ed Pakistan's peace ini-
tiative to end the Iran
war. "There has been a

history of supporting
each other without polit-
ical swings or condi-
tions. China has been a

steadfast and trusted
friend of Pakistan,” he
said.He also promised to

rovide “the highest
evel of security to
Chinese nationals”

working in Pakistan. Sh
was rooted in mutual
respect and shared aspi-
rations, and the “journey
has evolved into an all-
weather, unique strategic
cooperation.”Zardari
said that ties with China
were the cornerstone of
Pakistan’s foreign poli-

cy, which enjoys “total
public, political and
institutional  support;
thus, the relationship
enjoys continuity across
generations.”

Viceamity of our people
and demonstrates the
true to strengthen strate-
gic communication,
adding that China stands
ready to work with
Pakistan to build CPEC
2.0. Senate Chairman
Yousuf Raza Gillani,
National Assembly
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq,
Deputy PM Ishq Dar and
other leaders were also
present on the occasion.

Pakistan To Issue Commemorative Coin
To Mark 75 Years Of Ties With China

Islamabad: Pakistan
has announced the
issuance of a special
PKR 75 commemorative
coin to mark the 75th
anniversary of diplomat-
ic relations with China,
as the two countries con-
tinue celebrations of
their longstanding strate-
gic partnership.Pakistan
and China established
formal diplomatic rela-
tions in 1951, less than
two years after the
founding of the People's
Republic of China.
Pakistan was the first
Muslim nation to estab-

lish diplomatic ties with
Beijing.The State Bank
of Pakistan announced
on Thursday that the

commemorative  coin
would be available to the
public from May 25
through its banking

counters across the
country."To mark the
75th anniversary of
diplomatic relations
between Pakistan and
China, the Government
of Pakistan has decided
to issue a commemora-

tive coin of Rs 75
denomination. This coin
will be available to the
general public from May
25, 2026, through coun-
ters of SBP Banking," it
said in a social media
post.Pakistan and China
are widely described as
"all-weather allies", with
the two countries main-
taining close coopera-
tion in defence, econo-
my, infrastructure and
diplomatic affairs over
the decades.China is
Pakistan's largest trading
partner and a major
investor,  particularly
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Missed the bus for decades
— Rebuild India’s public

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s call for Indians
to embrace public trans-
port — part of a broader
austerity drive triggered
by the precarious energy
situation arising from
the ongoing US-Israel-
Iran conflict — is sound
advice on one level.
Public  transport is
cheaper, greener, and
less congesting than pri-
vate vehicles. But it car-
ries a bitter irony: for
decades, successive gov-
ernments systematically
starved public transport
of investment, in cities
and villages alike, while
lavishing resources on
roads and private vehicle
infrastructure.

Opinion: Plans don’t
make cities  work.
Managers doOpinion:
Ensure ‘Mobility For
All’ firstThe state now
asks citizens to board a
bus it largely forgot to
maintain, and in rural
India, a bus that often
never came at all. On the
energy front, the coun-
try’s domestic oil and
gas exploration was
equally neglected
despite the nation never
having reached its ener-
gy peak. This moment is
uncomfortable. But if
austerity provides the
political cover to finally
fix what is broken, it
must be seized — and
seized seriously.

Three Neglects, One
CrisisUrban transport is
in distress. Against a city
bus demand of 1,30,000
vehicles, only 46,000
formally operate across
127 cities — a deficit of
nearly two-thirds. Of
these, 36,000 serve just
53 large cities, leaving
smaller towns virtually
unserved. While
Bengaluru manages 53
buses per 1,00,000 resi-
dents, which meets the
national policy of 40 to
60 buses per lakh of
population, Lucknow —
a state capital — offers
just six. The bus as a
mode has collapsed to a
mere 0.67% of all regis-
tered vehicles, while pri-
vate vehicle registrations
grew by nearly 10%
annually over the last
decade.Rural transport
tells an even starker
story. Roads were built
impressively — the
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana received
nearly Rs 4 lakh crore —
but services to run on
them were not. The only
dedicated rural transport
scheme, the Aajeevika
Grameen Express
Yojana, received a life-
time allocation of just Rs
127.5 crore. For every
rupee spent on rural
transport services, over

conveyance expenditure
has nearly doubled —
from 4% of household
spending in 2011-12 to
nearly 8% in 2023-24.1n
Maha rashtra, 8,700 of
14,000 state transport
buses serve urban areas,
leaving just 37% for the
rural majority. Women,
students, daily wage
workers, and farmers
pay the steepest price —
a girl who cannot safely
reach school drops out; a
medical emergency
without a bus becomes a
tragedy.Energy explo-
ration has been the third
neglect. Despite active
policy measures, India
saw a 2.5% drop in
domestic crude produc-
tion in 2024-25, with
output falling 26% over
the past decade as age-
ing wells declined. Only
about 10% of India’s
3.36  million-square-
kilometre sedimentary
basin is under explo-
ration. The principal rea-
son is punitive taxation:
fields under the pre-
NELP (New Exploration

Licensing Policy)
regime  —  which
account for 90% of

domestic production —
attract an effective tax
rate of 70%, making
reinvestment financially
unviable. The govern-
ment has launched suc-
cessive bidding rounds
under OALP (Open
Acreage Licensing
Policy), but attracting
serious private and for-
eign investment remains
an uphill challenge.
Roadmap for Reform

A National Public
Transport Mission:
Binding state-level tar-
gets — bus fleet ratios,
rural route coverage, fre-
quency standards, and
last-mile benchmarks —
is the essential starting
point. India invests just
1.7% of GDP in public
transport; China invests
5.5%. Bridging even
half that gap would
transform mobility.
Emergency bus fleet
expansion: It is the most
immediate need — at
least 80,000 additional
urban buses and 30,000
rural and intercity buses
over five years, tied to
electrification under the
FAME (Faster Adoption
and Manufacturing of
[H%brid and] Electric
Vehicles) scheme.
Pooled national procure-
ment, as partially
attempted under PM e-
Bus Sewa, can reduce
unit costs substantially.
Real austerity must
begin with rebuilding
infrastructure, reviving
RTCs, expanding bus
fleets, and reforming oil
and gas taxation

Rs 3,000 went into Revive State Road
building roads. Rural Transport Corporations:
H N He

The corporations formed
under the RTC Act,
1950, were broken not
by inefficiency but by
political overloading and
chronic underfunding.
Reform must separate
commercial operations
from social mandates —
where subsidised routes
are mandated, govern-
ments must compensate
fully. Boards must be
professionalised  and
maintenance ring-
fenced. Kerala and
Himachal Pradesh, at
their best, show this is
achievable.Rural trans-
port as a rights issue:
Every village connected
by a Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana
(PMGSY) road must
also be connected by a
scheduled bus service —
a policy mandate, not an

aspiration. The
Aajeevika Grameen
Express Yojana deserves
a tenfold funding

increase and standalone
status, decoupled from
livelihood missions.

Formalise para-transit:
Autorickshaws, e-rick-
shaws, shared jeeps
should be treated as
mobility partners rather
than suppressing them to
Frotect state monopo-
ies. Route rationalisa-
tion to feed metro and
BRT stations in cities,
and formalised mini-van

networks as last-mile
connectors in  rural
areas, are  proven

approaches. Karnataka’s
integration of BMTC
buses with Namma
Metro offers a template.
Design for the excluded:
Low-floor  accessible
buses, adequate lighting
and CCTV at stops, ded-
icated women’s com-
partments, and rural
healthcare connectivity
are essential. Antenatal
visits and institutional
deliveries depend on
transport that simply
does not exist in too
many districtsasin is
under exploration. The
principal reason isfpuni-
tive taxation: fields
under the pre-NELP
(New Exploration
Licensing Policy)
regime  —  which
account for 90% of
domestic production —
attract an effective tax
rate of 70%, making
reinvestment financially
unviable. The govern-
ment has launched suc-
cessive bidding rounds
under OALP (Open
Acreage Licensing
Policy), but attracting
serious private and for-
eign investment remains
an uphill challenge.
Roadmap for Reform

A National Public
Transport Mission:
Binding state-level tar-
gets — bus fleet ratios,

rural route coverage, fre-
quency standards, and
last-mile benchmarks —
is the essential starting
point. India invests just
1.7% of GDP in public
transport; China invests
5.5%. Bridging even
half that gap would
transform mobility.
Emergency bus fleet
expansion: It is the most
immediate need — at
least 80,000 additional
urban buses and 30,000
rural and intercity buses
over five years, tied to
electrification under the
FAME (Faster Adoption
and Manufacturing of
[HKbrid and] Electric
Vehicles) scheme.
Pooled national procure-
ment, as partially
attempted under PM e-
Bus Sewa, can reduce
unit costs substantially.
Real austerity must
begin with rebuilding
infrastructure, reviving
RTCs, expanding bus
fleets, and reforming oil
and gas taxation

Revive State Road
Transport Corporations:

Rationalise oil and gas
taxation: Taxing produc-
tion based on actual out-
put rather than estimated
extraction would remove
the single biggest deter-
rent to reinvestment in
existing fields and
attracting fresh explo-
ration capital. Without
this correction, no bid-
ding round will achieve
its ambition.

The Honest Ask

The Prime Minister is
right that public trans-
port is the rational
choice — for the econo-
my, the environment,
and for equity. But a
government cannot ask
citizens to board a sys-
tem it neglected for 30
years, nor draw fuel
from reserves it failed to
replenish, and then
claim moral credit for
their compliance.

India’s working poor —
the daily-wage worker in
Patna, the student in
Coimbatore, the veg-
etable farmer outside
Nashik — have already
been absorbing the costs
of these failures through
longer commutes, higher
fares, lost wages, and
reduced life opportuni-
ties. Any genuine auster-
ity agenda must honestly
reckon with who has
been sacrificing, and for
how longFix the infra-
structure. Build the fleet.
Revive the corporations.
Connect the villages.
Integrate  para-transit.
Rationalise oil and gas
taxation. Then ask citi-
zens to do their part.
That is not just sound
policy. It is basic gover-
nance — and long over-
due.

Hormuz, Red Sea crises
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India needs a supply chain strategy amid

The turbulence the
world has experienced
this decade indicates
larger structural shifts.
The current Israel-US-
Iran war and instability
across West Asia since
the October 7 attacks,
along with the Russia-
Ukraine war, symbolise
shifting contours of the
international order. The
US-dominated unipolar
era is over.

Also Read

Opinion: Why Iran war
will redraw West Asia,
and test India’s balanc-
ing act

Opinion: Panic buying
and policy gaps — what
Hyderabad’s fuel crisis
reveals

Abroad, the Trump
administration’s aggres-
sive and hyper-militaris-
tic policies cannot hide
the fact that the world is
no longer Pax
Americana. At home,
there’s little appetite for
large-scale wars like
Irag. Without a large-
scale troop deployment
in West Asia, Iran cannot
be restrained. Iran is not
Venezuela. Air cam-
paigns and targeted
assassinations of the
Iranian leadership have
failed to deliver the
desired strategic end.

These changes highlight
India’s strategic vulnera-
bility. Two events in
West Asia — the disrup-
tion of sea lanes through
Bab-el-Mandeb in 2023
and the Strait of Hormuz
in 2026 — clearly reveal
our supply chain vulner-
abilities. The Houthis
and Iran successfully
disrupted these straits
for weeks, with the
Americans struggling to
keep these lanes open.
Rising middle powers
like India, located at the
centre of the Indian
Ocean, require a long-
term supply chain strate-
gy — not just for West
Asia but for the entire
Indian Ocean.

By adopting such a strat-
egy, India can protect
itself against vulnerabili-
ties while also leverag-
ing its locational advan-
tages in the Indian
Ocean Region.

Dependence on IOR

According to data from
the government of India,
maritime trade accounts
for almost 95% of
India’s trade by volume
and 70% by value. India
depends heavily on oil
and natural gas that
passes through the
Straits of Hormuz and
Bab-el-Mandeb.  The
country imported 4.5
million barrels per day
of crude oil and conden-
sate in 2023, with 45%
of its crude imports still
coming from West Asia

even after Russia’s rise
as a supplier. India was
among the main Asian
destinations for Hormuz
crude flows in 2024.
Roughly 90% of Indian
LPG passed through
Hormuz before the war.
Qatar alone accounted
for nearly 50% of LNG
imports.Apart from
energy security, India’s
overall trade is heavily
dependent on these
strategic  chokepoints.
India-Europe trade is
deeply reliant on the Red
Sea, with almost 80% of
Indian exports to Europe
passing through this
route.India must com-
bine reshoring, decou-
pling, and strategic part-
nerships to secure sup-
ply chains, which are
vital for sustaining trade
and supporting its ambi-
tions as a major Indian
Ocean powerThe Iran-
US war and the Red Sea
crisis instigated by the
Houthis have highlight-
ed the wvulnerability of
India’s oceanic trade. In
response to these crises,
India sought to diversify
its sources. However,
such ad hoc responses
are insufficient and often
too late. The question
now is: how can India
prepare for such future
shocks, and what should
a long-term supply chain
strategy entail?Global
Supply Chain Strategy
Strategic autonomy lies
at the core of India’s
strategic orientation and
major power ambitions
in the 21st century. This
entails avoiding military
alliances with any great
power, pursuing multi-
alignment with like-
minded states on specif-
ic issues, and maintain-
ing overall strategic
independence. In this
context, the vulnerabili-
ty of India’s global mar-
itime supply chains is a
key impediment. This
requires prudent, long-
term thinking about
global supply chains.
India’s major power
ambitions require sus-
tained economic growth
and domestic political
stability. These vulnera-
bilities create challenges
on both fronts.

A nation’s grand strate-
gy, according to scholars
like Barry Posen, is “the-
ory about how to pro-
duce security for itself.”
This involves the pru-
dent use of economic,
political, military, and
diplomatic means to
achieve the desired end.
For almost two decades,
strategic thinkers have
called for a grand strate-
gy for India?. Any long-
term strategic document
must take maritime
security into account. In
this context, the security
of the supply chain is
fundamental for an
aspiring major power
that depends on the

Indian Ocean for the
majority of its trade.

As part of this supply
chain strategy, Indian
policymakers need to
prudently combine
reshoring, decoupling,
and interest-based cou-
pling. First and fore-
most, India should
decouple its strategic
industries from vulnera-
ble regions and states
with which its security
interests do not align.
Economic logic alone
should not shape the
supply chain for such
industries. Strategic
industries include core
defence manufacturing,
semiconductors, defen
ce-related electronics
systems, and pharma-
ceuticals.  Reshoring
such  industries  sh
regions and states with
which its security inter-
ests do not align.
Economic logic alone
should not shape the
supply chain for such
industries. Strategic
industries include core
defence manufacturing,
semiconducto regions
and states with which its
security interests do not
align. Economic logic
alone should not shape
the supply chain for such
industries. Strategic
industries include core
defence manufacturing,
semiconductoould be the
next step.In the case of
other strategic sectors,
such as energy and criti-
cal minerals, where
reshoring is not possible,
supply chains should be
diversified as much as
possible, avoiding con-
centration in any one
region. Finally, for man-
ufacturing processes that
are not part of core secu-
rity interests but are
important for economic
growth, supply chains
should be concentrated
in economies that do not
directly threaten Indian
security interests.

Another key feature of
the post-Trump era is the
decline of liberal ideas,
such as the belief that
economic interdepend-
ence leads to less com-
petition. As China’s rise
shows, facilitating the
economic growth of a
potential or real rival can
hurt a state strategically
in the long term. In the
past, Indian policymak-
ers, driven by such liber-
al logic, considered
ideas like gas or oil
pipelines from Pakistan,
similar  to  Russian
pipelines in Europe. In
hindsight, in a world
where Europe is strug-
gling due to dependence
on Russian energy and
faces Trump’s tariff
wars, such ideas appear
naive.These grand ideas
required a liberal hege-
mon willing to police the
globe, secure the global
commoneven after

Russia’s rise as a suppli-
er. India was among the
main Asian destinations
for Hormuz crude flows
in 2024. Roughly 90%
of Indian LPG passed
through Hormuz before

the war. Qatar alone
accounted for nearly
50% of LNG
imports.Apart from

energy security, India’s
overall trade is heavily
dependent on these
strategic  chokepoints.
India-Europe trade is
deeply reliant on the Red
Sea, with almost 80% of
Indian exports to Europe
passing through this
route.India must com-
bine reshoring, decou-
pling, and strategic part-
nerships to secure sup-
ply chains, which are
vital for sustaining trade
and supporting its ambi-
tions as a major Indian
Ocean powerThe Iran-
US war and the Red Sea
crisis instigated by the
Houthis have highlight-
ed the vulnerability of
India’s oceanic trade. In
response to these crises,
India sought to diversify
its sources. However,
such ad hoc responses
are insufficient and often
too late. The question
now is: how can India
prepare for such future
shocks, and what should
a long-term supply chain
strategy entail?Global
Supply Chain Strategy
Strategic autonomy lies
at the core of India’s
strategic orientation and
major power ambitions
in the 21st century. This
entails avoiding military
alliances with any great
power, pursuing multi-
alignment with like-
minded states on specif-
ic issues, and maintain-
ing overall strategic
independence. In this
context, the vulnerabili-
ty of India’s global mar-
itime supply chains is a
key impediment. This
requires prudent, long-
term thinking about
global supply chains.
India’s major power
ambitions require sus-
tained economic growth
and domestic political
stability. These vulnera-
bilities create challenges
on both fronts.

A nation’s grand strate-
gy, according to scholars
like Barry Posen, is “the-
ory about how to pro-
duce security for itself.”
This involves the pru-
dent use of economic,
political, military, and
diplomatic means to
achieve the desired end.
For almost two decades,
strategic thinkers have
called for a grand strates,
and promote free trade.
In a multipolar world,
states  aspiring to
become major powers
must prepare themselves
accordingly. For that,
India must secure its
supply chains and sus-
tain economic growth.
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Gujarat Titans’
bankable top order

Guijarat Titans’ bankable

top order laid the
groundwork for a domi-
nating 89-run win over
Chennai Super Kings
here on Thursday, taking
them closer to a top-two
qualification for the
Indian Premier League
play-offsShubman Gill
(64 off 37) and Sai
Sudharsan (84 off 53)
added to their remark-
able consistency as an
opening pair with a
record seventh century
partnership,  fuelling
Guijarat Titans to 229 for
four on a true batting
surface.Jos Buttler (57
not out off 27) blasted a
barrage of sixes and

fours in the second half
of the innings to prop up
the total.

CSK, who had a slim
chance of making the
play-offs going into this
must-win game, lost the
match in the powerplay
when they lost four
wickets for 51 runs. The
visitors” were all out for
140 in 13.4 overs after a
six filled cameo from
Shivam Dube (47 off
17).For the third straight
season, the five-time
champions failed to
make the play-offs.
Mohammed Siraj took
three wickets in the first
six overs, including that
of Sanju Samson, who

edged the wvery first
delivery of the CSK
innings. Samson fished
at a wide delivery and
got a faint tickle on way
to Buttler.Titans’ bowl-
ing unit has arguably
been the best in the tour-
nament and they rein-
forced with a stellar
show in the first six
overs. Complementing
Siraj, Kagiso Rabada
had Matthew Short at
mid on off a ball that
seamed back in slightly
and the Australia could
not connect properly.
Titans capped of their
successful stage cam-
paign with nine wins in
14 matches, totalling 18

points. Sunrisers
Hyderabad too can reach
18 points if they win
against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru,
who are already on 18
points, tomorrow.

The top two sides out of
four play-off teams get
two shots at reaching the
final  scheduled in
Ahmedabad on May 31.
Earlier, Gill displayed
sublime touch from ball
one, toying with the left
arm pacer Spencer
Johnson in the power-
play.Gill got his fifty off
23 balls while Sudharsan
reached the milestone
off 35 balls, his fifth
consecutive half-centu-
ry. Gill scored the bulk
of the runs in their 125-
run stand off 74 balls.
The range of boundaries
Gill picked up off a way-
ward Johnson was a
masterclass in batting.
He mixed minimum
muscle with trademark
elegance to get the
desired results.

His fours off Johnson
included a cut off the
Australian”s very first
ball before the Indian
star used his crease

Barcelona clinches 2025-26 La Liga title
with 2-0 win over Real Madrid

FC Barcelona crowned
La Liga champion for
the 2025-26 season after
a 2-0 home win over
Real Madrid.The win
leaves Barcelona 14
points clear of Real
Madrid at the top of the
table, confirming its
domination over the
opponent for the second
consecutive  year.eal
Madrid striker Kylian
Mbappe was sidelined
with a hamstring prob-
lem and with Federico
Valverde also sidelined
after his well-published

fight with  Aurelien
Tchouameni, Dean
Huijsen was a late

scratch as he suffered a
problem in warmup,
reports Xinhua.

Ferran Torres
8 was the archi-
tect of

Barcelona’s best
moments in the
first half, forc-
ing a foul from
Antonio
Rudiger in the
ninth  minute,
which allowed
Marcus
Rashford to
open the scoring with an
unstoppable  delivery
that left goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois help-
less.Tore doubled

Barcelona’s lead in the
18th minute with a sharp
finish after Dani Olmo
set the striker up with a
smart backheel.Rashford
had a great chancdanger-
ous Rashford cross and
savThe team will take to
the streets of Barcelona
to celebrate the 2025/26
Liga and Super Cup
titles with the fans. The
champions’ parade will
pass through several
iconic parts of the city in
a huge blaugrana cele-
bration will take to the
streets of Barcelona.

East Bengal Crowned
Champions Of ISL, End 22-
Year Wait

Kolkata: East Bengal FC
were crowned champi-
ons of the Indian Super
League for the very first
time here on Thursday,
ending a 22-year-old
title drought in the coun-
try's top-tier competition
and quenching their pas-
sionate fans’ yearning
for silverware after a
thrilling five-horse race
to the top prize.

East Bengal, one of the
country's most decorated
football clubs alongside
its arch-rivals Mohun
Bagan Super Giant,
emerged  triumphant
after a hard-fought 2-1
victory over Inter Kashi
at the Kishore Bharati
Krirangan, even as
Mohun Bagan, another
contender for the prize
alongside Mumbai City
FC, Punjab City and
Bengaluru FC heading
into the decisive final
round of fixtures, rallied
to beat Sporting Club
Delhi 2-1 at Yuba
Bharati Krirangan.
Mumbai FC beat Punjab
FC 2-0 in their face-off,
while Odisha FC and
Jamshedpur FC played
out a goalless draw in an
inconsequential game.
East Bengal, though,
were made to work hard
until the last minute after

Alfred's brilliant first-
time finish put Inter
Kashi in lead on the 15th
minute.After  missing
multiple chances to
equalise  before the
break, East Bengal
found the much-needed
equaliser in the 50th
minute through striker
Youssef Ezzejjari, who
is also the winner of the
Golden Boot after fin-

Champions
of INDIA

ishing as the league's
highest goal-scorer with

11 strikes
matches. Mohammed
Rashid scored East
Bengal's second goal in
the 73rd minute as the
Kolkata heavyweights
turned the game around
in stunning fashion.

East Bengal last won the
top-tier domestic league
title during the 2003-04

from 13

season of the then
National  Football
League under the
guidance of late
Subhash Bhowmick.
The 33-year-old
Ezzejjari, who was
born in Spain and
represented Morocco
in the youth level,
thus made up for his

earlier ~ missed
chances in  the
game.East Bengal

entered their final
league game level on
23 points  with
Mohun Bagan at the
top of the standings.
However, East
Bengal held a crucial
advantage with a
superior goal differ-
ence of +18 com-
pared to Mohun
Bagan's +13.Three
other teams  --
Mumbai City FC,
Punjab FC and
Jamshedpur FC --
were also mathematical-
ly alive in the title race
heading into the final
round fixtures. Because
of administrative and
structural changes, the
ISL this season returned
in a shortened, single-
leg round-robin format
consisting of 13 matches
with  no post-season
playoffs, which meant
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Three Trademark Applications Filed

For 'Cockroach Janta P

Three separate trade-
mark applications have
been filed seeking rights
over the name
Cockroach Janata Party,
official records showed.
The filings, by lesser-
known individuals,
come amid growing
attention around a satiri-
cal political outfit
Cockroach Janata Party,
that had attracted million
of views and followers
within days of launch for
its online commentary
and digital presence.

While the X account of
the outfit was withheld
in India, the applications
filed with the Trade
Marks Registry portal
seek trademark registra-
tion under the category
for providing political
and social services.

Separate  applications
have been filed by indi-
viduals Azim Adambhai
Jam  and  Akhand
Swaroop -- about whom
not much is known --
and by a proprietorship
COCKROACH JANTA
PARTYAccording to the
Trade Marks Registry
portal, the status of two
applications are showing
'Formalities Check Pass’,
which means applica-
tions have successfully
cleared the initial techni-
cal scrutiny by the trade-
mark office.The third
application status is
'Sent to Vienna
Codification” means it
has been send for classi-
fication  under the
Vienna Classification

COCKROACH

= JANTA PARTY =

TOGETHER ResiLEnt UNSTOMARE

system. This usually
happens when the trade-
mark contains a logo/
symbol/image/shape/des
ign or graphical element.
This application was
filled for 'Cockroach
Janta  Party (Label
Mark)', which means the
applicant has applied to
register not just the
words "Cockroach Janta
Party", but the complete
visual/logo version of
the mark. The other two
have been filed for
'‘Cockroach Janta Party'.
'‘Cockroach Janta Party'
is usually a word mark
application, while the
‘Cockroach Janta Party
(Label Mark)' is a
logo/design-based trade-
mark application. While
the first application was
filed on May 19, the
other two were filed on
Thursday.In India, the
prcess of registering a
trademark starts when an

—

application is filed with
the trademark office.
First, the application is
checked for proper for-
mat and then examined
on its merits. This means
the examiner reviews
whether the mark is
clear, distinctive, and not
too similar to existing
marks.If the examiner
finds any issues, the
applicant is invited to
explain or fix them and
once these concerns are
resolved, the trademark
is accepted and pub-
lished In the official
Trade Marks Journal,
which is like a public
notice.Under the Indian
trademark law, a regis-
tered trademark is grant-
ed protection for 10
years from the date of
filing of the application.
After that, it can be
renewed for additional
periods of 10 years each
by paying the prescribed

arty’

Name

e n e w a l
fee.Commenting on the
application, Nilanshu
Shekhar, founding part-
ner at law firm
KAnalysis, said filing a
trademark application is
often misinterpreted as a
lot of people assume that
the moment you file the
name belongs to you.

"That is not how it
works in India. An appli-
cation is only the first
step. It is basically a
request to the Trademark
Office saying that |
would like rights over
this name. The office
then has to examine the
request, publish it so the
public can see it, and
give other people a
chance to object. Only
after all of that, and only
if no serious objections
come up, does a name
actually get registered,"
he said.That whole jour-
ney usually takes some-
where between one and
two years, and plenty of
applications never reach
the end, he said, adding
that each application
also openly says the
name is only “proposed
to be wused", which
means even the appli-
cants acknowledge they
have not really used it
yet."That is a real weak
spot, because Indian law
cares a great deal about
who genuinely used a
name first and who the
public already connects
it with. Being quick to
file does not beat that,
and claiming a name you

Stock Markets Rally As Oil Prices
Decline Amid Progress In US-

S

Benchmark Sensex ral-
lied by 940 points on
Wednesday following a
sharp decline in crude
oil prices after US
President Donald Trump
claimed progress in
negotiations with Iran
towards an agreement to
end the war.-Helped by
fag-end heavy buying,
the  30-share  BSE
Sensex jumped 940.73
points, or 1.22 per cent,
to settle at 77,958.52.
During the day, it surged
1,004.99 points, or 1.30
per cent, to a day's high
of 78,022.78. The 50-
share NSE Nifty rallied
298.15 points, or 1.24
per cent, to end at
24,330.95.A  positive
trend in global markets
aided the rally in domes-
tic stocks. From the 30-

Sensex firms,
InterGlobe  Aviation,
Trent, Asian Paints,
State Bank of India,

HDFC Bank and Eternal
were among the major
winners. Reliance
Industries, Larsen &
Toubro, Power Grid and
NTPC were among the
laggards.ald Trump has
suspended “Project

Freedom,” to escort
ships through the Strait
of Hormuz, claiming
progress in negotiations
with Iran towards an
agreement to end the
war. In a post on Truth
Social on Tuesday,
Trump said, “Great
progress has been made
toward a complete and
final agreement with
representatives of Iran.

“Based on the request of
Pakistan and  other
Countries, the tremen-
dous Militar% Success
that we have had during
the Campaign against
the Country of Iran and,
additionally, the fact that
Great Progress has been
made toward a Complete
and Final Agreement
with Representatives of
Iran, we have mutually
agreed that, while the
Blockade will remain in
full force and effect,
Project Freedom (The
Movement of Ships
through the Strait of
Hormuz) will be paused
for a short period of time
to see whether or not the
Agreement can be final-
ized and signed,” Trump
said.Project Freedom

launched on
Monday to escort ships,
stranded due to the clo-
sure of the Strait of

was

Hormuz, to safety.
Trump'svFreedom,” to
escort  statement on
Truth Social came hours
after US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio
announced that
Operation Epic Fury,
launched on February
28, had concluded as its
objectives had been
achieved.-"Operation
Epic Fury is concluded.
We achieved the objec-
tives of that operation.
We're not cheering for
an additional situation to
occur. We would prefer
the path of peace. What
@POTUS would prefer
is a deal... that is,igger
was largely global —
renewed optimism
around a potential
US-Iran peace deal led
to a sharp decline in
crude oil prices, offering
so far, not the route that
Iran has chosen," Rubio
told a press conference
at the White House on
Tuesday.Brent crude, the
global oil benchmark,
tumbled 8 per cent to

USD 101.1 per barrel.
"The trigger was largely
global — renewed opti-
mism around a potential
US-Iran peace deal led
to a sharp decline in
crude oil prices, offering
immediate relief to an
import-heavy economy
like India," Hariprasad
K, Research Analyst and
Founder, Livelong
Wealth, said.

In Asian markets, South
Korea's benchmark
Kospi, Shanghai's SSE
Composite index and
Hong Kong's Hang Seng
index ended higher.
Kospi surged over 6 per
cent. Markets in Europe
were trading sharply
higher. US  markets
ended in positive territo-
ry on Tuesday. Foreign
Institutional Investors
(FI1s) offloaded equities
worth Rs 3,621.58 crore
on Tuesday, according to
exchange data. On
Tuesday, the Sensex
dropped 251.61 points
or 0.33 per cent to settle
at 77,017.79. The Nifty
edged lower by 86.50
points or 0.36 per cent to
end at 24,032.80
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Bhagyashrii Borse joins

The makers of director
Sivakumar Murugesan’s
next film, ‘Seyon’, fea-
turing actor
Sivakarthikeyan in the
lead, on Wednesday
wished actress
Bhagyashrii Borse a
happy birthday, even as
they announced that the
actress had now joined
the film unit.The film is

being produced by
Kamal Haasan’s
RaajKamal Films
International and

Turmeric Media. Taking
to its X timeline to greet
the actress, Raaj Kamal
Films International
(RKFI) wrote, “A birth-
day to remember and a
journey to look forward
to! Wishing
#BhagyashriBorse A
very Happy Birthday as
she joins the #Seyon
#HappyBirthdayBhagya
shri.”riggered huge
interest in fans and film
buffs ever since the
makers  released a
glimpse video from the
film called “The
Celebration” earlier this
year.The Celebration
video showcases an inci-
dent that happens on the
second day of the Maasi
Kalari festival that is
held at the Karumaathur
Virumaandi Temple. The
incident in question is
shown taking place two
hours after a major scuf-
fle at the festival.

A group of people gather
at the local police sta-
tion, even as the consta-
ble explains the situation
to the inspector. He
informs that a major
fight had broken out at
the festival, even as the
inspector begins inspect-
ing those who have gath-
ered at the station.

He finds a group of
young men with half-
tonsured heads and asks
them what happened.
The constable explains

¥

INDUSTRY HIT

that the young men with
half tonsured heads
behaved in an indecent
manner by flashing laser
lights at dancers at the
festival and making reels
out of it. “Therefore,
somebody bashed them
up and tonsured half
their heads,” he
explains. The inspector
then asks another man
from another group as to
why he was beaten. He
says he was asked what
play they were to stage
at the festival and he had
informed them that he
was to stage the devo-
tional “Valli Thiruma
nam (Valli’s wedding to
Lord Murugan)” and
therefore, he too was
bashed up.The reply
makes those locked up

/ %
S J\A ‘

in prison wonder if the
person who bashed up
the theatre artiste was an
atheist. But then another
man clarifies, “He is not
an atheist. In fact, he is
the one who gets pos-
sessed by the divine
spirit of Virumaandi.”

The cops realise that
everybody from the
neighbouring villages is
there, save one and that
is the people of
Karumathur, who are
carrying out the proces-
sion. The others try to
stop the procession, but
according to custom, the
procession must not be
stopped. The procession
proceeds, and the
inspector happens to see
Sivakarthikeyan in a
possessed state and

prays to him...

The celebration video
gives the impression that
the story will be set in
Madural. The makers
also disclosed that the
film would be released
in October this year. The
film, which will feature
Sakarthikeyan in a
power-packed and
dynamic new role, will
be a grand rural com-
mercial entertainer.
Now, with Wednesday’s
announcement, it has
become evident that
Bhagyashrii Borse will
be playing the female
lead in the film.

The fm has triggered
huge interest as it marks
a significant reunion
b et w e e n
Sivakarthikeyan  and
Raaj Kamal Films
International. Their col-
laboration for this film
comes on the heels of
the blockbuster success
of their earlier film
‘Amaran’, which gar-
nered both critical
acclaim and commercial
triumph.Produced by
Kamal Haasan and R
Mahendran, the film
brings together powerful
storytelling and a com-
pelling cinematic vision.
Director Sivakumar
Murugesan will be step-
ping into his second
directorial venture after
the much-awaited soon-
to-be-released  ‘Thaai
Kizhavi’.Adding to the
excitement, this project
will mark the first-ever
collaboration between
RaajKamal Films
International,
Sivakarthikeyan, and
acclaimed composer
Santhosh Narayanan.
The film has cinematog-
raphy by Vivek
Vijayakumar and editing
by San Lokesh. Art
direction for the film is
by R K Nagu, while
Keerthy Sampath and

BB 17 fame Soniya Bansal debuts at
Cannes with Radha Rani-inspired look

Actor Soniya Bansal,
known for her stint on
“Bigg Boss 17”7, gar-
nered a lot of eyeballs
with her debut at the
79th edition of the
Cannes Film Festival.
Soniya was at the film
festival to represent her
environmental film “The
Last Breath”.

For her debut appear-
ance at Cannes, she
opted for a bespoke cre-
ation by designer Dolly
J. She was seen wearing
a pastel pink lehenga-
saree hybrid, featurin
intricate  white flora
embroidery and delicate
gold detailing, paired
with a sheer dupatta
gracefully draped over
her head. Her look
seemed to be inspired by
Radha Rani.

Elevating the ensemble
further, she completed
her regal outfit with
emerald and uncut dia-
mond jewellery, along
with traditional bangles,
and a subtle alta accent
on her hands.

A soft,dewy makeup
palette, defined eyes,
and a minimal bindi
completed the aesthetic
perfectly. The peacock
feather detail woven into
her hair added a symbol-
ic nod to Indian mythol-
ogy.For those who do
not know, the peacock
feather is believed to be
closely associated with
Lord Krishna and Radha
Rani.Speaking about her
Cannes debut, Soniya
shared, “Walking the
Cannes red carpet feels
truly magical. The city’s

charm, energy, and love
for cinema make every
moment unforgettable.
For my Cannes debut, |
wanted to embody the
grace and divinity of
Radha Rani  while
proudly reflecting my
Indian roots with global
elegance.”

Talking about all the
hard work that went
behind creating the look,
she added, “It took hours
of detailed preparation
to perfect every element
of the look — from the
outfit and jewellery to
the spiritual essence
behind it. This is a

F

dream moment | will

always cherish.”*“The
Last Breath” revolves
around the pressing
issues surrounding

deforestation. It empha-
sizes both the emotional
and environmental rep
ercussions of the loss of
trees across the country.
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Kajal Aggarwal and Shreyas
Sivakarthikeyan’s ‘Seyon’ cast Talpade-starrer “The India Story’

Director Chettan DK’s
eagerly awaited socio-
national drama ‘The
India Story: Slow Poison
in Progress’, featuring
actors Kajal Aggarwal
and Shreyas Talpade in
the lead, will hit screens
worldwide on July 24

this year, its makers
announced on Friday.
Taking to its social

media timelines to make
the announcement, MIG
Productions and Studios,
one of the production
houses producing the
film, said, “The field
that feeds you. The field
that buries you.
#ThelndiaStory, Slow
Poison In Progress, In
Cinemas 24th July 2026.
Releasing in 3 languages
#Hindi #Tamil #Telugu
#IndiasMostShockingTr
uth.”After unveiling an
intense and thought-pro-
voking poster, the mak-
ers of ‘“The India Story’

set for July 24 global

have announced that the
teaser of the film will be
out soon.

Starring Kajal Aggarwal
and Shreyas Talpade in
the lead roles, the socio-
national drama has
already started creating
buzz for its gripping
theme and striking visu-
als. The film is being
presented by  Zee
Studios in association
with MIG Production &
Studios.Directed by
Chettan DK and written
and produced by Sagar
B Shinde, The India
Story: Slow Poison in
Progress explores the
alarming consequences
of chemical misuse, par-
ticularly in pesticide
farming and its impact
on public health. The
recently released poster
offers a glimpse into the
disturbing yet important
subject that the film
aims to address.

x\» ET

Moving beyond the
story of an individual or
a family, the narrative
reflects a much larger
crisis affecting countless
lives across the country.
The film intends to high-
Ii?ht the hidden dangers
of industrial negligence
and the urgent need for
awareness and accounta-
bility. The makers have
hinted that the teaser
will offer audiences a
deeper look into the
hard-hitting world of
The India Story, building
anticipation around the
film’s socially relevant
premise. Kajal Aggarwal
and Shreyas Talpade,
coming together on
screen for the first time,
are expected to bring
emotional depth and
intensity to the narrative
with their impactful per-
formances.Backed by
co-producers Sumit
Bagade, Anita Jadhav,

release

Vinayak Saidani,
Kalpesh Shah, Devyani
Khorate, and Prem
Joshi, and further elevat-
ed by the work of DOP
Nishant Bhagwat, music
composer Mangesh
Dhakde, ard-hitting
world of The India
Story, building anticipa-
tion around the film’s
socially relevant prem-
ise. Kajal Aggarwal and
Shreyas Talpade, com-
ing together on screen
for the first time, are
expected to bring emo-
tional depth and intensi-
ty to the narrative with
their impactful perform-
ances.Backed by co-pro-
ducers Sumit Bagade,
Anita Jadhav, editor
Ashish Mhatre, lyricist
Shakeel Azami, and
sound designer Anmol
Bhave, the film is all set
to release in Hindi,
Telugu and Tamil lan-
guage.

Urvashi Rautela says
‘“Inspector Avinash’ taught her

: Actress Urvashi Rautela, who is
all set to reprise her role as
Poonam Mishra in the new season
of “Inspector Avinash”, has spo-
ken about how ‘“glamour” has
often been attached to her public
image, but the upcoming series
demands restraint and realism.
Was unlearning “performance
vanity” part of Urvashi’s process?
The  actress  told IANS:
“Absolutely. | think every actor
who genuinely wants to grow has
to unlearn a certain level of per-
formance vanity at some point.
With glamour-oriented public
perception, people often expect
perfection in every frame, every
expression, every moment.”

“But projcts like Inspector
Avinash demand emotional hon-

esty more than visual perfection,”
she added.Urvashi shared that for
this role, she consciously focused
on “being present rather than try-
ing to ‘look performed.””

“Real people in intense situations
are not thinking about how they
appear they are reacting, surviv-
ing, processing emotions. That
realism was very important for me
to understand as an actor,” said
the actress.She added: “l think
restraint is actually far more diffi-
cult than dramatic performance.
Silence, stillness, controlled emo-
tions — they require a different
kind of confidence. Sometimes
doing less truthfully is much hard-
er than doing more dramatically.”
Urvashi said that as an artist, it
was “definitely liberating” for her

restraint over glamour

“because it allowed me to explore
vulnerability without the pressure
of maintaining an image every
second.”Inspector Avinash, which
first aired in 2023, is headlined by
Randeep Hooda. The first install-
ment featured names such as Amit
Sial, Shalin Bhanot, Rahul Mittra,
Zakir Hussain, Ayeesha S. Aiman,
Zohaeb Farooqui, Bidita Bag,
Pravin Sisodia, Rajneesh Duggal,
Ajay Chaudhary.The show was
based on true events and the life
of UP super-cop Avinash Mishra.
The series revolves around the life
of Avinash Mishra, who was
brought in to stop the crimes in
the state.

Urvashi was last seen on the big
screen in the film “Daaku
Maharaaj”.
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